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Moments in a Library’ 


By EDMUND BLUNDEN, Professor of English, University of Hong Kong 


Y title, “Moments in a library’’, is meant to 

suggest what has too long been my trouble; 
I have not had even those hours in a library 
which qualified the father of Virginia Woolf to 
compose some once celebrated books of essays. 
It must have been different, once on a time. My 
recollections of the reign of King Edward VII 
are in part concerned with the books in my old 
home, which was a schoolmaster’s house. The 
library was eventually, most of it, in an outhouse, 
though the handsome sets of Scott, Dickens, 
Thackeray, Tennyson, the Irving Shakespeare and 
so on remained in their glass cases within. 

Out among the boxes of bulbs and rusty nails 
and screws I could study the works of Celsus, 
Josephus, Xenophon, the Evangelists, Bishop 
Paley, Samuel Smiles (on Self-Help at least), 
Jevons on Logic, Julius Caesar on the Gallic 
War, and Sutton’s Seed Catalogue—I did, now 
and then on a wet afternoon, explore those 
shelves. The reward was perhaps an odd volume 
of eighteenth-century plays, or the Spectator of 
Addison and Steele, or Linton and Stoddart’s 
anthology of 19th-century lyrics—but above all, 
a folio volume, and we had not many of those. 
It was Lives of the Greek philosophers, by Thomas 
Stanley, a contemporary of John Milton, and it 
contained a few of Stanley’s poetical moments. 
He gave in a footnote this from the Greek Antho- 
logy, on a gem: 

Four oxen, grazing in a flowery mead, 
The little stone, done to the life, doth hold: 


Long since away the little herd had fled 
Were it not enclosed within a pale of gold. 


Incidentally, is it not a natural law that every 
collection of books includes something that 
hardly any other collection supplies? In my old 
home we had at least two copies of a work called 
Gadsby’s wanderings (in the Holy Land). I think 
my grandmother had become a supporter of the 
Rev. J. Gadsby’s ministry. However, his book 
has never again met me in my book-seeking 
wanderings. 

In some manner the readable books—those of 
Barrie, Conan Doyle, W. W. Jacobs, H. G. Wells, 
and R. L. Stevenson—never seemed to be in our 
library. They came, but they went. Apparently 


living authors are not to be insulted by being 
located next to Gadsby. 

Among the unexpected reference books in our 
University Library may be found the old library 
catalogue of Christ’s Hospital, at which school 
I passed some happy years, and not least happy 
when I was among the books. But it was far 
from easy for us to get at them. The library was 
only opened for borrowers for a few moments 
before lunch daily. On Sunday afternoon we had 
two hours perhaps as readers, when the principal 
works in request were bound volumes of Chums 
and other manly magazines. 

But I was not contented so. I saw in our 
library, besides the museum cases of all manner 
of dried curiosities, most tantalizing repositories 
of books I had not dreamed of. There was one 
grand gilded bookcase crammed with large and 
small books of long ago, still immaculate, in 
gleaming calf or russia or morocco bindings. 
This treasure had been given to Christ’s Hospital 
by a former scholar and governor, John Thacke- 
ray. The bookcase was locked. 

A daring plan suggested itself to me. I would 
see to it that a window fastening in the library 
was left open while the librarian was testily 
handing out books on our day for borrowing, 
and then I would return after lunch (contriving 
to miss some game of fives) and climb in and 
perhaps even open the Thackeray collection. 
This scheme was soon put into action, and one 
gloomy afternoon I was alone in that library, 
with an enormous painting of our Founder King 
Edward VI presenting our charter as one part of 
the scene, looking for the key to the Thackeray 
bookcase. And I found it! Then, what an em- 
barrassment of riches among all those eighteenth- 
century books, the poets especially—-what im- 
mortal perfume rose from those beautiful bindings 
and good white pages! It was my luck almost at 
once to lay my hand on a large volume in solid 
brown leather lettered Jreland’s picturesque 
Medway—my very own river! I need scarcely 
remind you that Samuel Ireland produced this 
and a similar volume on the Thames in the 
romantic period of leisurely tours, and prose 
descriptions, and ever-pleasing aquatints. And 


* A lecture delivered to the Hong Kong Library Association, 19th May, 1960. 
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the first, or nearly the first, aquatint | came on was 
one of Twyford Bridge on the Medway—my 
very own bridge, where I knew every pike and 
perch in the summer holidays. So, this was what 
it looked like in 1792... 

I was interrupted. The school policeman had 
let himself into the library, having observed, as 
he slowly cycled round the cricket ground, a 
suspicious circumstance—me, climbing through 
the window. And now, there I was, with several 
books on the floor and one under my arm and one 
in my two hands. I think his name was Lovegrove, 
and with all dignity for us both he desired me to 
accompany him to my housemaster’s study. Mr. 
Goodwin, who had a great love of books but 
mainly modern ones, heard the charge and dis- 
missed the constable. He then, with an immortal 
gleam of a smile, said, “‘I suppose you hadn't got 
a wheelbarrow waiting outside that window?” 

My next move was more sophisticated. The 
librarian, whose nickname was Ratty, appeared 
to me to be not wholly inhuman, and I began to 
make myself useful to him; if not that, to engage 
him in conversation. For instance, on a table 
adjoining his own, there was a simply tremendous 
book called Audubon’s Birds of America, and 
I noticed that he was proud of this item in the 
library. So I made so bold as to ask him about it; 
he promptly warmed up and displayed some of 
the gorgeous plates within, cursing those scoun- 
drel boys who had torn one or two—and then, 
he made me his library-boy. Thenceforward, I 
could march into the library, through the door, 
whenever I liked. 

In later days a new policy was decided on for 
our school library; all books were to be available 
to all comers, and the door was open all day long. 
Poor John Thackeray’s bequest did not take 
kindly to this; after all, old books have their 
infirmities, even when their appearance is still 
bright and fair. Boys at any rate do not commonly 
show the nice discrimination of book-collectors— 
but, to leave a story out, nowadays Christ's 
Hospital Library has a number of attractions for 
any librarian who may be passing that way. My 
old history master, Mr. A. C. W. Edwards, has 
long been the Librarian and many rarities, 
naturally for the most part relating to the 
Hospital and her children, have rewarded his 
enthusiasm. 

Perhaps you will not think it excessive on my 
part if I just allude to another Christ’s Hospital 
“library’’, namely, our Records, which may be 
worth bearing in mind, for they may contain the 
answer to many research questions. The Clerk of 
the Hospital has this extraordinary mass of 
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documents in his care at 26 Great Tower Street, 
London. The Admission Registers (boys and 
girls), only one series out of the variety, almost 
cover four centuries—it is a pity the first few 
years are gone; they have been kept with the 
utmost care and in remarkable detail. The late 
G. A. T. Allan began to publish them, but these 
are by no means all that might be valuably 
published from the archives of that singular and 
complex Foundation. 

To move on in retrospection: the most pathetic 
library that I have seen was one in Picardy 
in the early months of the then frightful battle of 
the Somme. For that battle the inhabitants of 
villages a few miles behind the British trench 
system had been obliged to leave their homes, 
hitherto intact; and no doubt they had had only 
short notice. One morning, I had a visit to make 
to a Royal Engineers’ yard in a beautiful and 
historic village called Mailly-Maillet, and while 
my supplies of one sort and another were being 
got ready, I noticed round the doorway of a tall 
house adjoining a number of books littered about. 
“Yes’’, said a sapper, as I stared, “‘and there’s a 
lot more inside—you'd be surprised’’. I went into 
the house and upstairs, and was truly surprised; 
the place seemed solid with books, and those not 
only on their shelves, but in stacks on the floors 
and some as yet in wooden cases—a multitude; 
and then, the owner—a notary—had been 
exquisite in his passion for his library, having had 
many of his captures bound with sweetly coloured 
leathers, and some in purest white vellum. But 
a shell or two had already smashed the roof and 
scattered plaster and tiles and brickdust below, 
more shells were coming, if not that minute, then 
in a few minutes—and the rain was beginning 
to sigh all round. I had to be on my way back 
to the Line with my limbers, but still feel un- 
comfortable over seeing nothing that could be 
then done for such a flower of a library. 

Six or seven years after that, some relics of 
another distinguished private library came before 
my eye. This was in East Anglia, which in- 
cidentally includes Cambridge. The winter in 
those regions is naturally fierce and gloomy, and 
the day on which our village parson and I had 
determined to attend a sale of books at Troston 
Hall, found the roads deep in snow. He, by the 
way, was Canon Webling, whose autobiography 
Something beyond was for a long time one of the 
successful books in the catalogue of Cambridge 
University Press. The tiny car was coaxed through 
miles of snow and fresh air, and there we were at 
empty Troston Hall. The directions there led to an 
outbuilding, where a few dealers were arranging 
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a few books out of a large collection to suit their 
bidding. They had already selected Boswell’s 
Johnson, first edition, boards, and Lamb’s Elia, 
ditto, apart from others. Still, we did not dare 
to think we should succeed in buying much when 
other lots came up, but things worked out well, 
thanks to the snow, and we later found ourselves 
in possession of a vast load of our kind of books. 
A farm wagon was hired to convey these via 
Bury St. Edmunds to our rectory, and then we 
shared them out or gave them to the village. 

This fragment from the library of H. Granger 
Holder not only provided some welcome associa- 
tion copies—one odd volume of Chaucer contain- 
ed a few words in the handwriting of John Keats— 
and hundreds of scarce editions of eighteenth 
and nineteenth century authors; it was an educa- 
tion in the art or nature of reading. The owner 
had had a panorama of literature ever before him. 
He had Blackstone on the laws of England, he 
had Simson’s Euclid, he had Gibbon and Shaftes- 
bury and Ruskin and Darwin. Odd volumes, 
broken sets had not been beneath his notice, 
so that I was able to become acquainted with 
many unusual authors or productions on the 
principle that half a loaf is better than no bread. 
Am I right in thinking that today the odd volume 
is still more to be collected even by the greatest 
libraries, where it happens to show up, and where 
there is a degree of rarity? 

But now I must leave ancient days and medita- 
tions and come east; for it was of our University 
Library that I was to say at least a grateful word. 
After all disasters and disappointments, and all 
our frustrations while we pursue our researches 
(is that the phrase) in this library, it is one of 
the big things in Hong Kong. 

Fortunately for me and all concerned there is 
no need for me to attempt any commentary on 
what must be the conspicuous strength of this 
library, and that is, its oriental collections. We 
have, for example, an essay in our Journal of 
Oriental Studies, volume I, no. 1, on “The Han- 
kow Collection: its history and contents’’—a 
precise and loving description of that part of the 
University Library. The author is Dorothea 
Scott. I may leave it at that, except for the simplest 
details, in case not everyone realizes what 
resources for many sorts of reading and literary 
uses we have. The books were originally the 
property of the Hankow Club, and were very 
eagerly and cleverly accumulated; they are in 
English or in other European languages; they 
comprise small, incredible fugitive pieces, and not 
much less believable monuments, of massive book 
magnificence. I observe, by the way, an example 
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of misleading book-titles, Berthold Laufer’s 
Insect musicians and cricket champions of China. 
No doubt a copy was ordered by the M.C.C. 
Committee for the library at Lord’s; then it 
would be found, as Mrs. Scott writes, that “‘it 
not only describes the types of crickets kept by 
the Chinese for fighting, and for their music, 
but also illustrates the lovely little cricket pots 
of ivory, jade and other precious materials in 
which the crickets were housed with the para- 
phernalia for keeping them’’, and other pretty 
fantasies. 

If | were a giant I would make better use of the 
building, architectural, and fine arts books in our 
library. There is an epigram on Sir John Van- 
brugh, architect of Blenheim, 


Lie heavy on him, earth, for he 
Laid many a heavy load on thee. 


It might be adapted to the huge, and still 
beautiful, books on or by architects, of which 
we possess fine examples. For a beginning I 
would recommend the four tall volumes entitled 
The Antiquities of Athens by ‘“‘Athenian’’ Stuart 
and his fellow-traveller Nicholas Revett, who 
truly represent the Romantic Movement of the 
eighteenth century. The engravings of scenes and 
of works of art are able to beguile us for a 
moment or two into the days when Beethoven 
was inspired by the thought of the ruins of 
Athens. Meanwhile, Napoleon .. . 

I chanced upon another triumph of printers 
and artists not far from the Athenian quarter, 
this time a single folio: it is more often mentioned 
than seen or read, and it is Polymetis, or, an 
enquiry concerning the agreement between the 
works of the Roman poets, and the remains of the 
antient artists. Published with the name of the 
Prince of Wales at the head of the large list 
of subscribers in 1747, by Dodsley in Pall Mall; 
the author, an Oxford Professor of Poetry, the 
Rev. Joseph Spence. Here again we have the 
Romantic Movement astir, with all its classical 
inspirations; and this book is one of the group 
that John Keats’s schoolmaster points out as 
having been the studious poetical boy’s especial 
literature at school. It might be an entertainment 
to detect which of the engravings “of deities or 
mortals or of both’’ really contributed to the 
radiant imagery of Keats, son of Apollo. 

Thinking of John Keats must soon lead to 
thinking of his friend P. B. Shelley. The library 
possesses a doleful copy of his Posthumous poems, 
1824. I have a theory that unsuccessful publica- 
tions, like promising single ladies, used to be 
shipped out east liberally enough, and this may 
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explain the Shelley item in the Morrison Library. 
We also have the 1862 edition of Relics of Shelley, 
a simple-looking book edited by the later 
celebrated Richard Garnett, but with a historic 
interest. It was mainly directed by Lady Shelley, 
daughter-in-law of the poet whom she had only 
seen in vision, and led to a battle over the 
tragedy of Shelley's first wife Harriet. That was 
inevitable, for Shelley’s friend Peacock had lately, 
without commonplace blame for Shelley, pub- 
lished a moving defence of Harriet. 

Then, as a dead leaf from Lord Byron’s laurel, 
we have a copy of the 2nd edition of his Corsair, 
dated 1814—a slovenly piece of printing for rapid 
sale. His Dedication to Thomas Moore, the 
singer of Tara’s halls, runs to several pages of 
dignified prose, in the course of which the sad- 
eyed peer announces that he will write no more 
for some years to come. The best comment is the 
caricature of Byron bidding adieu to his native 
land, by Max Beerbohm, of whom our library 
has not yet a full display. 

One of the show-pieces in it may be an un- 
spoiled copy, as published a hundred and fifty 
years ago, of a formerly popular poem called 
The Grave, by a clergyman named Blair; but the 
particular edition contains the wonderful designs 
by the poet-artist William Blake. This acquisition 
was an appropriate one, here; for one of our 
Vice-Chancellors, Dr. D. J. Sloss, has an honour- 
able place in the crowding series of Blake scholars. 
Sloss and Wallis—the standard edition of Blake’s 
overwhelming Prophetic writings—is on our 
shelves. But the library has a scarcer piece out 
of the Blake bibliography, and curious it is. 

Even seers and dreamers of dreams must, 
presumably, have some means of making a living; 
and Blake had a very good one—he was a 
magnificent engraver. The trouble was that he 
did not stick to the beaten track. Nevertheless 
he could be given commissions for catalogues of 
soup-tureens and sauce-boats without much ill 
effect. In the University Library, and in what was 
the City Hall Library, one may come upon Blake 
as the everyday engraver. The work to which he 
gave his talent as ordinarily as he possibly could 
is in a ruinous state, but it exists “‘with all faults”’: 
The Cyclopaedia; or universal dictionary of arts, 
sciences, and literature, by Abraham Rees, D.D., 
F.R.S., ctc., 44 volumes all told, dated 1819-1820. 
In the first place, this work—by no means the 
only one of its kind at its date—deserves to be 
looked into, for the evidence that its illustrations 
notably give of the extraordinary ingenuity of 
the western world all those years ago in every 
sort of tool, implement, machine, and construc- 
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tion. But I was talking of William Blake, and in 
the volumes of illustrations he is quietly lurking 
—he has seven pages and more to himself, 
partly on the subject of ancient armour, partly 
under the heading of painting, always a different 
engraver from the others with all their brilliance. 
One figure that he offers in his stipple manner is 
not to be met with, in Hong Kong at any rate, 
except in Rees’s Cyclopaedia, and it is a drawing 
of “A Chinese Statue’’. 

Blake was an admirer of a poem in regular 
form called The Shipwreck, composed by a 
Scotsman named William Falconer two hundred 
years ago, and regarded for a hundred years 
almost as the British poem on the sea. It is 
certainly a finely told tale of disaster at sea, and 
its peculiarity is that, with all its conventional 
language of emotions and ordinary actions, 
Falconer employs all the tarpaulin terms of the 
sailing ship days. He is quoted in another grand 
nautical poem of our century, the Poet Laureate’s 
Dauber. We have a splendid edition of The 
Shipwreck, with exquisite engraved pictures, 
dated 1804. Then, next to Blake’s plates of 
antiquities, we may discover Falconer’s long 
invaluable Dictionary of navigation—how 
astonishing it is that men used to know so much 
about the rigging of “splendid ships, their white 
sails crowding’’. On this mastery, what a history 
of command depended. Poor Falconer was lost 
at sea, in one of the mysteries of the sea, when 
even dictionaries of navigation are of no avail— 
but he knew all about that. 

I have been trying to suggest what the library 
readily yields to the sauntering visitor; I must 
not work up a dust storm of instances, but should 
my talk seem to limit us to the literature of 
England, now is the moment for a little correction 
of the bias. 

The library possesses a long series of volumes 
entitled Philosophical transactions of the Royal 
Society of London, the word “philosophical” 
here keeping its old sense, “‘scientific’’. It is not, 
I think, essential to be a scientist in order to look 
into the earlier publications. They begin at the 
year 1665, the year when the Great Plague seized 
on London, and these first transactions show 
how miscellaneous in those days the supposed 
business of this celebrated Society was. 

Here, to select an article or two, we have: “Of 
the New American Whale-Fishing about Ber- 
mudas”’, by a Seaman. Captain Silas Taylor 
contributes ““On the Way of Killing Rattlesnakes” 
in Virginia. It was simple. You gathered some 
wild penny-royal, put it in a cieft stick and held 
it to the snake’s nose. Mr. John Evelyn, whose 
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manuscripts are even now being edited and 
published on the grand scale, reports “‘a method 
of making more lively Representations of Nature 
in Wax than are extant in Painting: and a new 
kind of Maps in Bas Relief—both practised in 
France’. There is even a communication “On a 
pleasant way of catching Carps’’. 

Plenty of famous names come into the books, 
and sometimes in an unexpected way; Robert 
Hooke, for example, whose genius in experiment 
and theory is not forgotten, writes most interest- 
ingly on his attempts to study the Chinese 
Characters. (Incidentally, in 1702, we have some 
account of Chinese matters sent by James 
Cunningham, F.R.S., Physician to the English 
at Chusan.) 

But the great moment in these uncertainly 
directed cargoes of information and research 
comes radiantly in the year 1672. It is announced 
thus, ““A Letter of Mr. Isaac Newton, Professor 
of Mathematics in the University of Cambridge, 
containing his New Theory of Light and Colours’’, 
Newton, who was thirty years old, wrote with 
great plainness of his experiment, but so that 
one may feel the enchantment in which he had 
seen its effects. The means were simple; his 
darkened room, the small hole cut in the window- 
shutters, the prism fixed in the hole. Thereafter 
he could explain how the rainbow comes about, 
much to the annoyance of later comers of 
romantic imagination like Keats; but Newton did 
not lack adoration. He says for instance, “‘But 
the most surprising and wonderful composition 
was that of whiteness. There is no one sort of rays 
which alone can exhibit this.’’ Let us hear also 
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the modesty of the man, a modesty which surely 
characterizes all the master scientists: “Besides,” 
he writes, “whoever thought any quality to be 
a heterogeneous aggregate, such as light is dis- 
covered to be? But to determine more absolutely 
what light is, after what manner refracted, and 
by what modes or actions it produces in our 
minds the phantasms of colours, is not so easy. 
And I shall not mingle conjectures with certain- 
ties’. 

It is perhaps worth mentioning in this place 
that by chance the Philosophical transactions 
included within a few pages of each other an 
acclamation of Newton’s Principia mathematica 
and a tribute to Confucius. 

These glances into some of the books in our 
University Library must now be ended. The 
rooms in which they are contained have become 
familiar and friendly, but it seems must soon be 
given over to other uses, while the books will be 
transplanted into a big modern building higher 
on the hillside, and with many improvements. 

Whatever changes must and will be we, who 
have haunted the library in its present place 
during recent years, are unlikely to forget what 
Mrs. Scott has achieved for it, in the whole 
spirit and interpretation of such a collection of 
books, and in the tireless, watchful labour of 
increasing it in every one of its divisions. We 
could, of course, do with the British Museum or 
the New York Public Library or even, say, the 
Huntington Library just round the corner, but 
‘one cannot have everything’, so, blessings on the 
University Library for all our quiet moments 
and mental delights given there. 





A.A.L. Correspondence Courses 


REVISION Courses, SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER, 1960 

A limited number of Registration and Final courses 
will be available to run from September to December. 
These short period courses are reserved exclusively for 
those students who have already sat the examination 
in the subjects required. Overseas students are ineligible. 

The closing date for application is 25th August, or the 
seventh day after notification of the summer results, 
whichever is the later. 


FULL-LENGTH COURSES, NOVEMBER, 1960—NoOvVEMBER, 
1961 

Application for F.P.E., Registration and Final courses 
beginning November, 1960 must becompleted and returned 
by 30th September. Full particulars of the courses 
offered are given in the current edition of the Students’ 


handbook. 


Forms, FEES AND ENQUIRIES 

Requests for application forms must be accompanied 
by stamped addressed envelopes and should be sent to 
the A.A.L. Hon. Education Officer, Mr. J. S. Davey, 


F.L.A., 49, Halstead Gardens, Winchmore Hill, London, 
N.21. The fee for each course, both revision and full 
length is £3 10s. Students outside Europe taking full 
length courses are charged 10s. extra for each course. 


Corrections to L.A. Year Book, 1960 


. vii REGISTER AND EXAMINATIONS ExEeCUTIVE CoM- 
MITTEE. 
Add J. Hoyle. 
EDUCATION SuB-COMMITTEE 
J. S. Davey, (A.L.A.) should read J. S. Davey, 
(A.A.L.). 
FINANCE 
Delete J. H. Jones. Add J. Hoyle. 
MEMBERSHIP 
Delete J. H. Jones. Add J. Hoyle. 
NortH WEsTERN—Committee 
Add J. Hoyle, F.L.A. (Liverpool). To retire in 
1961. 
1947 Bates, A. T., Br. Super., W. Bromwich P.L. 
A 1955 aR 
Reip-SaitnH, E., Sen. Asst., Coventry P.L. 
A 1958 ar 


1947 
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Cataloguing Rules: Progress in Code 
Revision 


NE of the largest ever meetings in this 

country of specialist librarians was recently 
held at Chaucer House. Over 130 cataloguers 
from all parts of the country and representative 
of National, University, Public and Special 
libraries and of the Regional Library Systems 
and Schools of Librarianship came to discuss 
progress on the new code with members of the 
Sub-Committee on Cataloguing Rules. 

The Conference was presided over by Mr. J. D. 
Stewart, Sub-Committee Chairman, who wel- 
comed members to the meeting and outlined the 
work of the Sub-Committee. He gave a brief 
history of the development of the Anglo- 
American Code and stressed the value of bringing 
together practising cataloguers and members of 
the Sub-Committee. Six categories of rules in 
which there was some difference in working 
between the American and British drafts were 
each introduced by a member of the Sub- 
Committee who gave the reasoning behind the 
British variation. 


(a) Works of Fugitive Authorship. (Introduced by Mr. 
F. E. Sandry.) 
1908 Code. Rule 127 
American Draft (Lubetzky) 1958. 

Encyclopaedias, directories, dictionaries and 
other standard reference works where successive 
editions may be prepared by different compilers or 
editors, are entered under title with an added entry 
under the compiler if named on the work. 


Library Association Committee draft. 

Works whose successive editions under the same 
title have been prepared by different compilers or 
editors are entered under title, with an added entry 
under the compiler if named on the work, except 
that in all editions where the original compiler’s 
name is included in the title, entry should be made 
under his name. 


In the American draft the rule provided for 
encyclopaedias, directories, dictionaries and 
other standard reference works which may be 
prepared by different compilers or editors to be 
entered under title with an added entry under the 
compiler if named on the work. The British 
version, substituted have been for may he and 
stipulated that in all editions where the original 
compiler’s name is included in the title, entry 
should be made under his name. From the 
discussion it was clear that opinion was in favour 


of the British version. The need for alteration of 
entries to suit changing conditions was accepted 
in contrast, perhaps, to the opinion which pre- 
vailed in this country when the 1908 Code was 
framed. 


(b) Serials. (Introduced by Miss Mary Piggott.) 
1908 Code. Rules 121, 123, 124, 125, 128. 
American Draft (Lubetzky) 1958. 

(a) Newspapers, periodicals, annuals, mono- 
graphic series, and other publications which con- 
tinue indefinitely and may successively be prepared 
by different authors or editors, are entered under 
their titles, with added entries under the sponsoring 
or issuing bodies other than commercial publishers. 

(a) (1) The title of a newspaper is identified by 
the place when not included in it; and references 
are made from the title beginning with the place, if 
it does not begin so, and from the variant titles of 
special “‘editions’’ of a newspaper. 

(a) (2) A serial title beginning with a personal 
forename and surname is so entered, with references 
from the title beginning with the surname and from 
the title following the name; but a title beginning 
with forename initials and the surname is entered 
under the surname, with references from the 
initials and from the title following the name. 

(b) A serial whose title begins with the initials or 
with the full name of a corporate body other than 
a commercial publisher, or one whose title is in- 
distinctive, ambiguous, incomplete, or otherwise 
insufficient without the name of the issuing body, is 
entered under the name of that body. 

(c) A serial reporting the proceedings, actions, or 
transactions of a corporate body, or one serving as 
a periodic report of the activities and functions of 
a body, is always entered under the name of that 
body. 

(d) A serial whose title has changed is entered 
under its successive titles as issued, excepting 
changes in the subtitle and changes of short 
duration. 


Library Association Committee draft. 

(a) Deferred for further consideration. 

(a) (1) Recommend that special “editions’’ of 
newspapers would be better treated as separate 
editions. 

(a) (2) There seems to be no necessity to depart 
from the general rule in this case. 

(b) Accept Lubetzky draft. 

(c) Accept Lubetzky draft. 

(d) Accept Lubetzky draft. 


Choice of heading. Neither the American draft 
nor the Library Association Committee suggests 
any radical change in the choice of heading for 
serials. The new draft attempts to formulate a 
single rule to cover publications of a similar 
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nature for which the 1908 code provided five 
similar rules. 

Rules 121, 123, 124 and 125 directed that 
journals, newspapers, annuals and periodically 
revised directories should be entered under their 
titles, with provision for entry under issuing 
body for domestic records and indistinctive titles. 
Rule 128 directed that an entry should be made 
for a monographic series under its title. By 
applying to these publications the appropriate 
generic name, it is possible to make these five 
rules into a single statement about them. The 
term Serials has been adopted to denote publica- 
tions appearing in successive parts (or regularly 
issued replacements), generally over an _ in- 
definite period and under changing authorship 
or editorship. Some libraries use the term Periodi- 
cals for all of these, but Serials appears to be 
better because we also give a narrower connota- 
tion to Periodicals, using it for journals appearing 
at regular intervals, whereas Serials can also 
include monograph series and irregularly revised 
perennial publications. 

(The inclusion of monograph series was queried 
in the subsequent discussion, but whether the 
main entry appears under the name of the series, 
with analytical entries for each volume, or under 
the author of each volume treated as a distinct 
work, with an added entry or reference under the 
series, it will be necessary to establish the ap- 
propriate heading for a series entry. In practice, 
such publications will often be treated as serials 
for ordering and for checking on arrival and 
subsequently as monographs.) 

The draft rule directs that serial publications 
should be entered under their titles, except in 
two cases: (1) serials which report the trans- 
actions or activities of a corporate body are to 
be entered under the name of the body; (2) 
serials whose titles begin with the initials or full 
name of a corporate body other than a commer- 
cial publisher, or whose titles are “‘indistinctive, 
ambiguous, incomplete, or otherwise insufficient 
without the name of the issuing body’’, are to be 
entered under the name of that body. Examples 
of such exceptions are: 

(1) All titles beginning Report of the . . ., 
Minutes of the . . ., Transactions, etc.; Reading in 
Hornsey (The annual report of the Hornsey 
Public Libraries Committee). 

(2) ALA Bulletin, British Museum quarterly, 
Journal of the . . . Society, North Western News- 
letter (Information bulletin of the North Western 
Branch of the Library Association). 

The meeting did not unanimously support the 
new draft. 
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Entry under issuing body was preferred by 
several if the name of the body occurred in the 
title, or if the title were “‘indistinctive’’ without 
it, though entry under title in all cases was 
strongly advocated by one speaker. (The meaning 
of “indistinctive’’, about which there was further 
argument on this occasion, would appear to have 
been, if not defined, at least demonstrated, by 
the wording of the rule and by the examples.) This 
difference of opinion may perhaps be accounted 
for by the fact that the draft rule presupposes the 
incorporation of entries for serials into a general 
catalogue. Preference for entry under title in all 
cases may be prompted by the needs of a separate 
serials catalogue, particularly those of a visible 
index. 

Form of heading. The draft rules for the form 
of the heading to be chosen make provision for 
minor additions and subtractions in titles and 
for one major change from accepted practice. 
Newspapers are to be identified by appending to 
the heading the name of their place of publication, 
if that is not included in the title, and titles which 
begin with initials (representing forenames) 
followed by surnames are to be written with the 
surname as entry-word, ignoring the initials, 
although straightforward entry is recommended 
for titles which begin with a forename followed 
by a surname. The L.A.’s committee prefers to 
retain the initials at the beginning of the title. 

For serial publications which have changed 
their titles, earlier practice has been abandoned, 
and entry under successive titles as issued is 
recommended, with exceptions for changes in 
subtitles and changes of short duration. 

The L.A.’s choice in 1908, exemplified by 
BUCOP, requires entry under the earliest used 
name, with references merely from later names. 
It ensures that all bibliographical information 
about a serial is available in one place in the 
catalogue—but the place may be hard for the 
reader to find. It has the advantage of saving the 
cataloguer’s time, in that changes of title require 
only references to the existing entry, not new 
entries, though the original entry will require 
additional annotation. The A.L.A.’s choice in 
1908, exemplified by Gregory’s Union list of 
serials, requires entry under the latest name, with 
references from earlier names. It also ensures 
that all the available bibliographical details are 
in one place, but there is no certainty that the 
issue cited in a reader’s reference will bear the 
serial’s latest title. The cataloguer spends much 
time in transferring information about publication 
and holdings to new cards and in revising refer- 
ences from all old titles with each change of title. 
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The draft proposal, provisionally agreed to 
by the L.A. Committee, is to treat a se:il which 
changes its name as a new publication. Dividing 
the record of bibliographical details and of 
holdings may be a great inconvenience to the 
library staff; on the other hand, information 
for the reader should be available under the form 
of title given in his citation. (The occasions on 
which he is engaged in a systematic search 
through a whole run will be less frequent.) 
Entries are bound to be easier to assimilate since 
they will proffer less information. Time spent in 
cataloguing and checking is certainly less than 
for the second method, though probably not 
less than for the first. The ideal method of entry 
for serials with changed titles appeared to be 
entry under successive titles, treating them as 
separate publications (with a note of their 
connection with previous or subsequent publica- 
tions), with, in addition, a complete record under 
the original title. 


(c) Pseudonyms, 
Mr. J. C. Downing.) 
1908 Code. Rules 38, 39, 40, 41. 
American Draft (Lubetzky) 1958. 

The latest American draft is of considerable 
Jength, but the choice of an author’s name is 
summed up as follows: 

1. An author is usually entered under the verna- 
cular name by which he is identified in his works; 
but ancient and other well-known authors who 
have come to be known and identified in general 
reference sources by other names are entered under 
these names, and corporate bodies whose names 
may variously be given are entered under the 
official form of the name except when another 
name is consistently or predominantly used. 

2. An author identified by several pseudonyms, 
or by his real name and by a pseudonym, is entered 
under his real name; but if the real name and a 
pseudonym are consistently used by an author for 
different types of works, he is entered under both 
these names. 

3. A personal author who has changed his real 
name is entered under his latest name; but a 
corporate body, whose name is subject to repeated 
changes, is eniered successively under the different 
names used by it, excepting minor variations in 
the form of a name and changes of short duration. 


Names, etc. (Introduced by 


Library Association Committee draft. 

The Committee has not yet given detailed 
consideration to the latest American draft but has 
provisionally agreed the following: 

Pseudonyms, Changed names, etc. Enter a work 
under the name used by the author for its publica- 
tion. If the name is known to be a pseudonym, 
qualify the heading with the designation pseud. and 
add the real name of the author if known. 

If different names are used in different editions 
of the same work, all editions should be entered 
under one of these names, in the following order 
of preference: 
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(a) the name by which the author is most 


generally known; 

(b) the author’s real name; 

(c) the latest name, if the author has changed his 
name; 

(d) where all are assumed names and none is 
definitely better known than the others, the name 
used in the original edition. 

When, in accordance with this rule, works by 
the same author are entered under different names, 
an added entry, or reference, should be made 
under the name by which the author is most 
generally known (in doubtful cases the latest name 
not known to be pseudonym) for all works entered 
elsewhere. References should also be made from 
all the other names to the name under which these 
added entries are made. 


Note: It may be desirable to enter a work written 
under a pseudonym, or a form of name by 
which the author is not now generally known, 
under the more generally known form even 
though the work may never have been pub- 
lished under this name. 


The area of greatest disagreement in the cata- 
loguing of personal authors lies in those rules 
for authors of dual or multiple identity. This 
area extends from pseudonymous writers, those 
who purposefully conceal their real identity by 
the adoption of a false though perfectly legal 
name, to married women, whose identity is 
confused by the legal adoption of a completely 
different name. Between these two extremes lie 
the writers and artists known mainly by soubri- 
quets and those individuals who, like married 
women, have affected a change of name princi- 
pally for personal, rather than professional, 
reasons. The area of disagreement can be extended 
to include the cataloguing of noblemen, for the 
common principles which serve to solve that one 
problem can be simply applied to the solution 
of the other. 

The 1908 Code reflects the divergence of 
opinion in cataloguing personal authors identified 
by alternative or various names. The British 
Committee entered such authors under their 
original names, with the exception of soubriquets 
and unidentified pseudonyms. The American 
Committee, less affected by the needs of a 
printed catalogue, preferred the latest form, 
except for pseudonyms and noblemen and married 
women better known by earlier names. 

In their 1949 Code the Americans extended 
their use of the latest name to pseudonymous 
writers well-known in literary history or current 
popular authors never known to write under their 
real names. Neither code brought ali these rules 
together into one section, though there is a 
common principle permeating these rules in each 
code. 
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Recent cataloguing thought has emphasized 
the enunciation of general principles in an 
endeavour to control the proliferation of rules 
to suit individual problems. This has introduced 
another possible solution for cataloguing authors 
with various names. Early British practice tended 
to catalogue under the original name. American 
practice favoured the latest form. Both these 
alternatives were intended for the entry of all 
the works on one author. The latest suggestion, 
however, emphasizes an author’s relationship to 
each of his individual works and not towards 
his whole output. Such a change of emphasis 
reflects a reconsideration of the purpose of an 
author catalogue. 

At this point two important questions must be 
answered. Firstly, is an author catalogue a 
record to conserve information for the future, 
or is it to serve as a tool for present use ? Secondly, 
is a catalogue’s primary objective the location of 
particular items, or is it compiled to provide an 
immediate record of a single author’s activity? 
The purposes of different libraries can give 
different answers to these questions. Lubetzky, 
however, claims that the primary objective is to 
facilitate the location of a particular work. If 
this is so, it would then be consistent to use the 
form of name used by an author in his publica- 
tions. 

It will be noticed in comparing the American 
suggestions for the new Code with the Cata- 
loguing Rules Sub-Committee’s somewhat earlier 
considerations of the 1949 Code, that the former 
still wish to enter an author using several 
pseudonyms, or a real name and a pseudonym, 
under the real name except where each name is 
clearly used for works of a different type. The 
introduction of a subjective criteria adds un- 
necessary complications, for an author may use 
two or more pseudonyms for works of the same 
type. What is to be done then? In contrast to 
the solution for pseudonymous writers, Lubetzky 
suggests that all the works of an author who has 
changed his name should be entered under the 
latest name. This suggestion is inconsistent with 
the principle used for pseudonyms. The real or 
original name would be used for a multi- 
pseudonymous writer, but the latest or alternative 
form for all other changes. 

In the L.A. draft, whatever number of names 
an author may use, a work is entered under the 
name used for its publication, as long as that 
work is consistently identified by the same name 
in all its editions. Special consideration has been 
given to works published under a number of 
names in different editions and entry has been 
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suggested by an order of preference. References 
or added entries would relate the various 
identities into one record of authorship, so 
providing an enquirer with a complete survey 
of an author’s output. 

One important point of definition has so far 
escaped both the British and American com- 
mittees. No adequate definition of a pseudonym 
had been enunciated. The borderland between 
pseudonyma and anonyma must clearly be de- 
fined in the next Code. The presence of definite 
or indefinite articles introducing phrases des- 
criptive of authorship is not a satisfactory 
criteria. Practical research in user-reaction may 
assist to solve this problem. 

Most of the speakers following supported 
this latter view and stressed that added entries 
could be used to link up an author’s works. A 
small minority still wanted entry under the 
author’s real name. The varying requirements of 
catalogues in different types of libraries was 
discussed and it was recognized that variations 
would be desirable. 


Corporate Bodies 
Agreed by both the American and the Library 
Association Committees that there should be no 
separate general rules for ““Societies’’ and “‘Institu- 
tions’’ and also that government publications 
should generally be treated in the same way as 
other corporate bodies. 


(d) Choice and Form of name of a Corporate Body. (Intro- 
duced by Mr. A. H. Chaplin.) 
1908 Code No general rule. 
American Draft (Lubetzky) 1958. 

The name of a corporate body is given in the 
form regularly used on its works—at the head of 
the title, in the imprint, or in any other position 
where it is formally used—and in the vernacular. 
If the form used is uncertain, the official form of 
the name is preferred. References are made from the 
other forms of name by which the corporate body 
might be looked for. 

Library Association Committee. 

Provisionally agreed the American draft but 
recommend that advice is needed on the method 
of dealing with a very long name of a corporate 
body. 


The A.L.A. and Library Association Com- 
mittees are fully agreed that there should no 
longer be distinct rules for ‘“‘societies’’ and 
“institutions’’. Since Lubetzky’s analysis of this 
question in his Cataloging rules and principles, 
it has ceased to be a live issue. Attempts to define 
these two categories of corporate bodies were 
never successful, and had to fall back on the 
expedient of enumerating types of bodies be- 
longing to each category. In particular cases 
doubt persisted, because certain words, e.g., 
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Academy, Institute, College, might be used to 
denote bodies of both kinds. Lubetzky demon- 
strated clearly that the real problem was that 
of distinctive and indistinctive names. In his 
pamphlet he favoured the retention of place- 
names as the first element in the heading for 
indistinctively named bodies only. 

The current American draft, however, requires 
the adoption of the name of the body, without a 
place-name prefixed, in all cases, a place-name 
being added at the end of the heading where 
differentiation is needed. It is understood that 
this proposal is still the subject of sharp con- 
troversy in the United States. The Library 
Association’s Committee, while it has not reached 
a final conclusion, has pursued Lubetzky’s earlier 
suggestion and has tried to draw up a satisfactory 
rule for entry of indistinctive names under place. 
Its tentative definition is that an indistinctive 
name is one consisting of a generic expression 
either alone or accompanied by a geographical 
name which alone distinguishes it from other 
bodies. 

The American draft general rule for corporate 
bodies—that the name should be given in the 
form regularly used in the works of the body— 
echoes the draft rule for personal authors. In 
both cases it is felt that a form of name which 
is regularly used in an author's works should 
be taken as his name for cataloguing purposes. 
Only when this criterion fails to provide a clear 
answer is the full official form (if not always used) 
preferred. Both Committees are agreed on this 
principle. They also agree that works of official 
bodies should be catalogued, as far as possible, 
according to the same rules as those of unofficial 
bodies. The main difference would be that 
governments and their agencies would be entered 
under the name of the country or territory 
concerned, not directly under their official 
names. If entry of unofficial bodies under place- 
names were entirely abolished, this would have 
the advantage that place-names would then 
appear as headings for main entries in the author 
catalogue in one guise only—that of names for 
sovereign states or other political entities. 

(e) Conventional Corporate Names. (Introduced by Mr. 
A. H. Chaplin.) 
1908 Code. No specific rule. 
American Draft (Lubetzky) 1958. 

(a) Ancient, medieval and other bodies whose 
real names are unknown or uncertain are entered 
under the names by which they are identified in 
reference sources, preferably in English. 

(b) Religious and military orders, orders of 
knighthood, secret societies, and similar bodies 


which have come to be most commonly known, 
and are most frequently identified in reference 
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sources, by the designation of their members or by 
any other conventional names are entered under 
these names or designations, preferably in English. 
But modern societies and orders are entered under 
their names in English, if of an international 
character, or in the vernacular, if of a local or 
national character. 


Library Association Committee Draft. 

(a) Bodies whose real names are unknown or 
uncertain are entered under the names by which 
they are identified in reference sources, preferably 
in English. 

(b) Bodies not usually known by their official 
names and more frequently identified by conven- 
tional names are entered under these names or 
designations, preferably in English. 

It is suggested that a list of examples of signifi- 
cant “conventional names"’ would be valuable as 
a standard for cataloguers and that a similar 
“authority” list of ancient and medieval writings 
and individuals should be compiled, special regard 
being paid to the difficulty of distinguishing between 
“Ancient and Medieval” and “Modern”’. 


There are many cases where a body is known 
by more than one form of name, but its full 
official name is either unknown, unfamiliar to 
the public likely to use the catalogue, or too 
long and unwieldy to be conveniently used. 
These considerations apply particularly to ancient 
bodies no longer existing today or to those which, 
while still existing, originated centuries ago. In 
these cases, entry under a conventional name is 
desirable. Both the American and British Com- 
mittees agree that the name by which such bodies 
are usually identified in reference sources should 
be adopted, preferably in its English form. This 
proposal, however, raises the question: which 
reference sources are to be regarded as authorita- 
tive? As the number of bodies concerned is 
limited, it has been suggested that a standard 
list of approved forms might be drawn up, and 
appended to the new Code. 


(f) Corporate Authorship: Subordinate Bodies, Affiliated 
Bodies. (Introduced by Mr. P. W. Plumb.) 
1908 Code Rule 59 and, e.g. 79, 8&4, etc. 
American Draft (Lubetzky) 1958. 
Name of Affiliated Corporate Body. 

(a) A corporate body affiliated with another body 
but not forming an integral part of that body is 
represented under its own name as an independent 
body if (a) the name does not imply subordination 
to another body, and (+) the name is complete, 
unambiguous, and sufficient without the name of 
the other body. This applies to any association 
or union of individuals in any way related to any 
other corporate body, and to any corporate body 
which is related to another body but which functions 
essentially as an independent body. 

(b) But if the name of an affiliated body includes 
a term implying subordination to another body 
such as Department, Division, Section, Unit, 
Branch, Station, Chapter, Committee, etc. (or 
their equivalents in foreign languages), or if the 
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name is incomplete, ambiguous, or insufficient 
without the name of the body with which it is 
affiliated, it is represented as a subdivision of the 
other body. 


Name of Division or Unit of Corporate Body. 

(a) A department, division or other unit forming 
an integral part of a corporate body is always 
represented as a subdivision of that body. This 
applies to the divisions and units of an individual 
institution, and to the divisions and units of any 
corporate body which functions as an organic and 
inseparable part of that body. 

(b) A unit which is administratively part of a 
department or division of a corporate body is 
represented as a subdivision of the body as a 
whole, except when it functions as an organic 
part of the department or division of the body, or 
when its names implies subordination to a division 
of the body or is incomplete or ambiguous without 
the name of the department or division. 

(c) The faculties, schools, colleges, libraries, 
laboratories, and other facilities maintained by a 
university are treated as organic parts of the 
university. 


Library Association Committee Draft. 
Corporate entity. 
(a) A corporate entity which has a self-sufficient 
name by which it can be identified without the 
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name of another body, is treated as an independent 
body even if it is administratively part of another 
body. 

(b) Similarly, a sub-division of a corporate body 
is entered directly under the name of the body, 
except when its name is insufficient without the 
name of the division. 


The American draft takes account of name and 
function involving possibly much research into 
the latter while the British view is to rely on name 
alone. Again, the difficulties of defining distinc- 
tive names were emphasized in the discussion 
although they could be mitigated to some extent 
by references. Function and relationship were 
not considered essential—identification was the 
main factor. Particular difficulties with the 
various constituent bodies of a university were 
discussed. 

In his summing up, the Chairman said how 
useful the Conference had been and that the 
Sub-Committee would be encouraged to see 
how far their conclusions were supported by the 
majority of those present. 





Branch and Section Elections 


County Libraries Section 


Nominations are required for three members for 
England, and one each for Scotland and Northern 
Ireland for election to serve on the Committee for the 
three-year period 1961-1963, and for the offices of 
Chairman, Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Secretary. 
Retiring Committee members, eligible for re-election are 
Mr. S. G. Berriman, Mr. E. M. Broome, Mr. J. N. Harris 
(England), Miss E. A. Liversidge (Scotland) and Mr 
H. G. Mills (Northern Ireland). No election is necessary 
this year for Wales. Members must obtain the consent of 
the nominee before forwarding the nominations, not 
later than 6th September, 1960, to the Honorary Secre- 
tary, Mr. K. A. Stockham, County Library, County Hall, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham. 


North Midland Branch 


Members cf the North Midland Branch are reminded 
that the closing date for nominations for the 1960 
election is /9th September, mid-day. Nominations pro- 
posed and seconded by two members of good standing 
in the Library Association and counter-signed by the 
candidate, indicating willingness to serve, if elected, are 
to be sent to the Honorary Secretary, F. C. Tighe, 
Central Library, South Sherwood Street, Nottingham. 


Reference, Special and Information Section 


Nominations are invited for the Officers and Members 
of the Section and Group Committees. Nominations 
must be submitted in writing, signed by two members 
and counter-signed by the candidate, and must reach 


the Section or Group Secretary not later than Ist October. 
The Committee wi!l be constituted as set out in the 
revised Section and Group Rules. Each member of the 
Section is entitled to nominate and be nominated for the 
Section Committee, and also for one Group in those 
areas where a Group has been formed (see below). 

No other notices will be issued by Groups. 

ADDRESSES OF HON. SECRETARIES: Section Committee: 
J. Roland Smith, U.K. Atomic Energy Authority, De- 
velopment and Engineering Group, Risley, Warrington, 
Lancs.; North Midlands Group: D. W. Bromley, Com- 
mercial & Technical Library, Public Library, Sherwood 
Street, Nottingham; North Western Group: A. C. Bubb, 
Royal Technical College, Salford; Northern Group: 
B. Nattriss, Central Library, Bridge St., Newcastle upon 
Tyne, 1; South Eastern Group: Mrs. O. R. Stokes, Library, 
Institute of Education, University of London, Malet 
Street, London, W.C.1; West Midlands Group: Miss 
B. M. Elsmore, West Midlands Regional Library Bureau, 
Reference Library, Ratcliff Place, Birmingham, 1; Western 
Group: H. Overton, Technical Library, W. D. and 
H. O. Wills, Ltd., Bedminster, Bristol, 3; Yorkshire 
Group: K. Preston, Library, Coal Tar Research Associa- 
tion, Oxford Road, Gomersal, Leeds. 


Youth Libraries Section 


Nominations are invited for Honorary Officers and 
five committee members. Nominations should be sub- 
mitted in writing signed by two members of the Section 
and counter-signed by the nominee and must reach the 
Honorary Secretary, Kent County Library, Springfield, 
Maidstone, Kent, before /st October, 1960. 
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New Book Buying Policy of the 
National Central Library 


By S. P. L. Fiton, B.Sc., F.L.A., Librarian and Secretary to the Trustees, N.C.L. 


HE Trustees of the National Central Library, 

have recently decided to make certain altera- 
tions in the book selection policy of the Library, 
and to expand its functions as a national lending 
library in so far as financial provision allows. 
The chief reasons for these proposed changes 
are as follows. The Regions have now made 
themselves responsible for covering collectively 
the current production of British books from the 
beginning of the year 1959. Though one or two 
gaps in coverage may subsist in practice, it is true 
to say that there is no longer a case for the 
National Central Library normally to buy 
British books listed in the British National 
Bibliography and published since Ist January, 
1959. Requests for such books no longer go 
through the Library, if they emanate from one 
of the Regional Systems. A second reason, which 
has necessitated a revision of policy in this 
respect, is the creation of a new National Lending 
Library for Science and Technology which will 
come into operation in a year or two. It is realized 
that the new Library will not be able to deal with 
the entire demand for scientific and technical 
material and, in any case, will only provide 
research material, not popularizations of original 
scientific literature. Nevertheless, its coming into 
operation will certainly affect the role of the 
National Central Library as a national lending 
library and interlending centre. Finally, the 
prospective move of the National Central Library 
to new premises has necessitated a reappraisal of 
its book acquisition policy in relation to structure 
and the space available in the proposed new 
building in Store Stree. 

The following are the main decisions of 
principle so far taken. It is felt that they may be 
of some importance to libraries in connection 
either with schemes of co-operative purchase, or 
with their own individual acquisition policies. 
It is assumed, of course, that every public library 
will continue to make itself as complete in all 
subjects as its raeans allow. 

As British books are no longer normally 
purchased by the National Central Library, if 
published since 1958, it follows that more atten- 
tion can be devoted to earlier British books, 


particularly those published since 1800 (as 
regards pre-1800 books there exists the Back- 
ground Material Scheme, the collections of which 
are available through the National Central 
Library). It is, however, realized by the Trustees 
that the National Central Library cannot, at 
present, cover the whole of this wide field by 
itself and would only propose to buy such works 
when they are actually required and not available, 
and appropriate libraries are not in a position to 
purchase them. 

A particularly important new departure in 
policy is the decision to purchase books in 
foreign languages on a much wider scale than 
hitherto. In the past, the National Central 
Library has depended very largely on the stocks 
of British university and special libraries to 
satisfy requests for foreign books and periodicals, 
those requests which were not satisfied in this 
way being passed on to foreign libraries. Some- 
times, the same work has been borrowed from 
a foreign library again and again. In future, 
the National Central Library will buy many 
foreign books not available in this country, 
rather than depend on foreign loans, thus 
increasing the total available book stock of the 
country. Again, recourse to other libraries will 
be had in appropriate cases. It will continue to 
be necessary to borrow from abroad books not 
available for purchase. 

Books in English, published in other countries 
and in the Commonwealth, e.g., in U.S.A. and 
Canada, will remain a substantial proportion of 
the books purchased by the Library. Generally, 
the same conditions as for British books will be 
applied, i.e., only books asked for and which 
other libraries wil! not purchase and make 
available for loan, will be bought. 

Works of fiction and juvenile books have 
normally been excluded from the lending and 
interlending activities of the National Central 
Library on the grounds that it caters for students 
rather than for children or adults in search of 
recreation. It is, however, recognized that works 
of this kind often acquire with the passage of 
years an interest for research workers in history 
and the social sciences. The collection and 
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preservation for loan purposes of such material, 
is therefore important, but the Trustees have 
decided to defer consideration of this aspect 
of the problem in view of the fact that the 
National Committee on Regional Library Co- 
operation is considering introducing co-operative 
schemes for the coverage of these classes of 
material. 

Consideration was given to the question of the 
purchase of medical books. These present a 
special problem and are in short supply, despite 
the co-operation of several medical libraries with 
the National Central Library and the coverage 
of medical books by several of the Regional 
Schemes. The Trustees decided also to defer 
consideration of this class of book until the 
policy of the National Lending Library for Science 
and Technology in this respect is clarified. It was 
realized also that the acquisition of research 
material, both books and periodicals, in the 
field of science and technology could in most 
cases be safely left to the future National Lending 
Library, though there were many works popu- 
larizing the results of research which it would 
still fall to the Library to provide, when these 
were not covered by the Regional Coverage 
Schemes. 

Decisions regarding other special classes of 
material were as follows. While it was felt that 
British university theses were on the whole 
reasonably available for loan from the universities 
concerned, it was agreed that the National 
Central Library might acquire foreign theses if 
they were not available in this country. Music 
and maps are two classes of material which it is 
felt are outside the scope of the Library’s collec- 
tions; the former is supplied on loan by the 
Central Music Library at Westminster City 
Library, and maps will have to remain the respon- 
sibility of the local library concerned, of appro- 
priate special libraries and of the British Museum. 
As regards the purchase of privately printed 
books, some of which are expensive, these will 
be considered individually on their merits. 

The National Central Library has already 
built up a considerable collection of British 
Parliamentary Papers and other Government 
Publications, especially of older volumes. The 
future policy of the Trustees in this respect will 
be to acquire all current British Government 
publications as well as useful older publications; 
also certain publications of international bodies 
obtainable through H.M.S.O. 

A very important class of literature from the 
point of view of inter-library loans are the publi- 
cations of learned societies, especially those 
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published in monograph form. These are essential 
research material but are very rarely available 
for loan from the libraries that take them. The 
National Central Library has in the past begun 
to build up collections of such publications, e.g., 
the publications of the Camden Society, Rox- 
burghe Club, Hakluyt Society, etc., and made 
them available for loan. In future g@iority will 
be given to the acquisition of such material, both 
British and foreign. 

Finally, we come to periodicals properly so 
called, that is to say publications appearing at 
regular or irregular intervals, containing a number 
of contributions by different authors, there being 
no foreseeable end to the series. In future, it is 
expected that virtually every periodical in science 
and technology will be taken by the National 
Lending Library for Science and Technology, or 
by some library in association with it. The 
position in the humanities will, however, be 
different. The demand for any particular periodi- 
cal is probably not so great as in the scientific 
field; titles are located fairly adequately by means 
of BUCOP There exist, however, considerable 
gaps especially in the foreign language field. The 
Trustees envisage that the National Committee on 
Library Co-operation may wish to organize a 
scheme for coverage of British periodicals. The 
interest of SCONUL in regard to foreign periodi- 
cals is also realized. The Librarian is authorized 
to acquire foreign periodicals where these are not 
available and where they are not more suitably 
taken and made available by another library. The 
policy regarding acquisition of periodicals for loan 
would evidently be closely related to that which 
concerns the purchase of learned society publi- 
cations. It is also regarded as desirable that the 
National Central Library should provide informa- 
tion to appropriate libraries regarding the 
appearance of new periodicals, especially those 
published abroad. It is intended, therefore, to 
build up a collection of specimen copies of new 
periodicals. 

It should be stressed that these changes in book 
buying policy do not imply any changes in the 
rules governing the interlending side of the 
Library’s work nor in the work which it does on 
behalf of Adult Classes. It is hoped that as these 
changes in policy are brought gradually into 
operation (their full implementation being sub- 
ject to obtaining the requisite additional funds), 
the result will be that a greater and con- 
tinuously increasing proportion of the requests 
received by the Library will be dealt with, 
without delay, by loans from the Library’s own 
stock. 
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Newspapers on Microfilm 


The Sub-Committee on Photographic 
duction in Libraries is anxious to encourage the 
microfilming of files of local and national news- 
Information has been collected of 
newspapers already filmed and this appears below. 
Librarians knowing of additions are invited to 
inform the Librarian and Research Officer. 

In addition to this list, the British Museum 
has microfilmed a considerable number of local 
newspapers for the year 1950 only. 

The co-operation of the British Museum, the 
the Newspaper Society, 
and many librarians, is 


papers. 


Library of Congress, 
Micro Methods Ltd., 
gratefully acknowledged. 


Symbols and abbreviations 


* in preparation or in progress 
[dates] incomplete 


Acton Gazette 

1871-1899, 1917- 1923, n. BM 

1900-1916, 19247, n. Kodak. 

Airdrie & Coatbridge Advertiser, 

1855-1865, 1957, 1958*, n. Graham Steel, 
Airdrie, Lanarkshire 

Ashton-under-Lyne Reporter, 

18SS*, n. Ashton-under-Lyne P.J_ 


Bedfordshire Times 
1858-1873, 1885, n. Publisher 
Counties Newspapers, Ltd.). 


(Home 


Beehive, 

1862-1876, n. BM. 

Belfast Telegraph, 

19567, n. ICMILC 

Berkhamsted Gazette 

1913, n. BM. 

Billinge’s Liver; 1 Advertiser, 

1795-1828", n. Liverpool P 

Birmingham Mail, 

1954*, n. Birmingham Post, c 

Birmingham Post & Gazette, 

1954+, n. Birmingham Post, c. £36 p.a 

[Birmingham] Sporting Buff, 

1954+, n. Birmingham Post, c. £12 p.a 

Birmingham Weekly Post, 

1954t, n. Birmingham Post c 

(Bolton) Buff, 

1915-1939, Aug. 1956, n. Bolton Evening 
News 

Bolton Chronicle, 

1836-1866, n. Bolton Evening News 

[Bolton] Cricket & Football Fund 

1887-1915, n. Bolton Evening News 

Bolton Evening News, 

1867+, n. publisher 

[Bolton] Footbal! Field & Sports Telegram 

1884-1887, n. Bolton Evening News 

[Bolton] Green Final, 

1953-1956, n. Bolton Evening News 

Bolton Journal & Guardian, 

1893+, n. Bolton Evening News 

Bolton Weekly Journal, 

1871-1893, n. Bolton Evening News 

Bri ighoure Observer, 

1913, 2. BM 

Brighton and Hove Herald.* 

n. Hove P.L 

Bristol Evening Post, 

June 1950+, n. Publisher 


£36 p.a 


£12 p.a 


+ continuing 


Repro- 


located) 
BM 
CStH 
cry 
CU 
DLC 
ICMILC 
ICU 


MNS 
MoSW 
MShM 
NcD 
NjR 
NmU 
NN 
UnivMF 


Brixton Free Press, 

June 1949+, n. Lambeth P.L. 
The Bulletin and Scots Pictorial, 
1951t, n. Publisher. 


Caernavon & Denbigh Herald, 

1834-1882, n. BM. 

Caernarvon Herald, 

1831-1836, n. BM. 

Cambrian Weekly News, 

1804-1851, n. Swansea P.L. 

Cambridge Intelligencer, 

1793-1900, n. NcD. 

Carlisle Journal, 

1958+, n. Micro Methods. 

The Champion; or The Evening Advertiser, 

Nov. 15, 1739-1742, n. UnivMF. 

Champion, 

1814-1822, n. BM. 

Church Times, 

1863-1869, n. BM. 

Coulsdon & Purley Weekly Record, 

1913-1940*, n. Coulsdon & Purley P.L. 

The Country Journal; or The Craftsman, 

(Filmed with the Champion or the Evening 
Advertiser), ee 

Jan. 9, 1741-Aug. 28, 1742, n. UnivMP. 

Crediton Gazette, 

1953+, n. Western Times, c. £2 per 100 ft. 

Cumberland News, 

1958+, n. Micro Methods. 


Daity Advertiser, 

1731-1795, n. DLC 

Daily Courant 

Mar. 11 Aug. 1702-1709, n. IU. 
Daily Courant 

Mar. 11, 1702-Feb. 9, 
Daily Courant, 
1710-1714 (Another negative), n. ICU 
Daily Express, 

1953+, n. Publisher 
Daily Express, 
1900-1910, 1911-1949*, 
Daily Mail, 
1950-1958, n. BM. 
Daily Mirror, 

1946, n. Publisher. 
Daily Mirror, 
1950-1958, n. BM. 


1723, n. UnivMF. 


1950-1959, n. BM. 


c. cost of positive copy 
n. holder of negative 
p. holder of positive copy (only where no negative is 


British Museum 

Stanford College, Hoover Institution 
Yale University 

University of California 

Library of Congress 

Midwest Inter-Library Center 
University of Chicago 

1U University of Illinois 

Smith College, Northampton, Mass. 
Washington University, St. Louis 
Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, 
Duke University 

Rutgers University 

University of New Mexico 

New York Public Library 

University Microfilms (USA) 


Mass. 


Daily Herald, 

Mar. 31, 1919-Sep 
n. CStH 

Daily Herald, 

July 1938+, n. ICMILC 

Daily Telegraph and Morning Post. 

[1947-1950], 1951+, n. Publisher 

Doncaster Chronicle, 

1956-1958, 1923+*, n. Micro Methods, 

Doncaster Gazette 

1858-1917, 1956-198, 
Methods. 

ag Paper, 

1813, n. BM. 

Dediey Herald, 
1866-1917. Further years*, n. 
Methods, c. £2 per 600 pages. 

Durham Chronicle & Sunderland Times, 
1832-1833, nm. Micro Methods, c. £2 per 
100 ft 


Eastern Daily Pres 

1953+, 1870-1952*, A Kodak. 

Eastern Evening News (including Eastern 
Footbal! News), 

1953+, n. Kodak. 

op 2. Hants Gazette, 

1913, n. 

Eccles ad eee Journal, 

1874-1901, n. Publisher? 

Essex & Thurrock Gazette (Grays and Til- 
bury edn.), 

1937+, n. Publisher 

Evening Advertiser, 

1950-1958, n. BM. 

Evening Post, 

{Nov. 27, 1712-May 8], 1714, n. MNS. 

Evening Post, 

Dec. 12, 1727-Dec. 30, 1738, n. DLC 

Evening Standard 

1950, 1951, n. BM 

Evening Standard, 

July 18-31, 1894, n. CU. 

Evening Standard, 

1953%(?), n. Publisher 

Exmouth Chronicle, 

1954t, n. Western Times, c. £2 per 100 ft 

Express & Echo, 

1954+, n. Western Times, c. £2 per 100 ft. 


1926; 1930-June, 1938, 


1786t*, n. Micro 


Micro 


Financial Times, 
1949-1955, n. BM. 
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Fulham Chronicle, 
1950-1959 n. BM 

Fulham Chronicle, 
1888-1949* nn M 


Gazetteer and New Daily Advertiser 

1737-Dec. 25, 1787, n. 1U 

Gazetteer and New Daily Advertiser, 

Jan. 2, 1788-July 2, 1796, n. InU 

The Generous London Morning Adver- 
tiser (Filmed with the Champion; or 
The Evening Advertiser) 

Jan. 6, 1742, n. UnivMF 

[Glasgow] Evening Times, 

1951+, n. Publisher 

*The Glasgow Herald 

1783+ (Lacking a few issues prior to 1800) 
n, Publisher 

Grays & Tilbury Gazette, 

1884-1936 (except 1897), n. Publishers. 


Hackney Gazette, 
1909-1929. 1937, 
Further years*, n 


1938, 1944, 1958, 1959, 


Micro Methods 

Hampshire Chronicle, 

1872, n. BM 

Hampshire Telegraph, 

1951+, n. Publisher 

Hampstead & Highgate Express, 

1950-1959, n. BM 

Hampstead News, 

1882-1949*, n. BM 

Hampstead News, 

1950-1959. n. BM 

Herald Express (Torquay). 

1954+, n. Western Times, c 

Holloway & Hornsey Press, 

1872-1905 n. BM 

Hornsey & Finsbury Park Journal, 

1879-1919, n. BM 

Hornsey Journal, 

1950-1959, n. BM. 

Huddersfield Chronicle, 

1850-1893, 1897, 1899. Further years*, n. 
Huddersfield P.L. 

Huddersfield Daily Chronicle, 

1871-1916. Further years*, n 
field P.L 

Huddersfield Daily Examiner, 

1958+, n. Huddersfield P.L 

Huddersfield Weekly Examiner. 

1959, 1865, 1891, 1906-1912, 1914, 1915, 
1917-1919, 1921, 1922, 1924-1929, 1931, 
1932, 1936, 1956+. Further years*. n 
Huddersfield P.L 

Hull Packet, 

1793-1886, n. BM. 


£2 per 100 ft 


Hudders- 


liford Guardian, 
1909-1918, n. Hford PLL 
liford Recorder, 
1909-1918, n. Iford P.L 
Ilkley Gazette, 
1869-1884, n. BM. c. 35s 
1896, 1958, 1959. 
Micro Methods 
Industrial Review, 
1877-1878. n. BM 
Investigator, 1822, n 
Islington Gazette, 
1857-1904, 1950-1959. n. BM 
Islington & Holloway Press, 
1923-1942, n. BM 


per spool, 1885- 
Further years*, n. 


BM. 


Jewish Chronicle, 

1841-1955. Further years*, n. UnivMF. c. 
£350 complete to 1955 (can be purchased 
in sections). From 1956, £3 17s. p.a 


Keighley Herald 

1873-1911, n. Keighley P.L. 
Keighley Chronicle, 
1905-1909* n. Keighley P.L. 
Keighley News, 

1862t*, n. Keighley P.L. 
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Kentish Mercury, 
1885-1948, 1950-1959 o 
Kentish Mercury, 
1839-1844", n. BM 


BM. 


Leicester Mercury 
1874+, n. Publisher 
Leicester Pioneer, 
Nov. 1905-1908, p. NmU 
Lewisham Borough News, 
1892-1959, n 
Lincoln, Rutland an 
1793-1795; 1800-1801 
Lincoln P.I 
Liverpool Chronicle 
1757-1759. 1768. 1804-1807. 1833-1836 
(Four different short-lived newspapers), 
n. Liverpool P.L 


Stamford Mercury, 
Jan.-Oct. 1802, n 


Liverpool Courier 

1808-1879*, n. Liverpool P.L. 

Liverpool Daily Post 

1855- 1958, n. Publisher. c. £2 10s. per 100 
ft 

Liverpool Daily Post 

1913, n. BM 

Liverpool Echo, 

1879-1958, n. Liverpool 
£2 10s. per 100 ft 

[Liverpool] Evening Express, 

19 M 

Liverpool Express 

Jan., Feb., 1847*, n. Liverpool P.L 

Liverpool General Advertiser, 

1765-84*, n. Liverpool P.L 

[Liverpool] General Advertiser, 

Nov. 1902-Apr. 1903*, n. Liverpool P.L 

{Liverpool} Gore's General Advertiser, 

1784- 1839*, n. Liverpool P.L 

Liverpool Mercury, 

1811-1904, n. Liverpool 
£2 10. per 100 ft 

Liverpool Mercury, 

June-Oct. 1839, n. Liverpool P.L. 

Liverpool Weekly Journal, 

1842-1884 (some issues missing), n. Liver- 
pool Daily Post. c. £2 10s. per 100 ft 

Liverpool Weekly Mercury, 

1839-1915 (incomplete), n. Liverpool Daily 
Post. c. £2 10s. per 100 ft. 

Liverpool Weekly News, 

Nov. 1846-July 1847*, n. Liverpool P.L. 

Liverpool Weekly Post, 

1927, 1935-1939, n. Liverpool Daily Post. 
c. £2 10s. per 100 ft 

Liverpool Times, 

1832-1836*, n. Liverpool P.L. 

London Chronicle, 

1757-June 28, 1770, n. MoSW. 

London Chronicle, 

1801-1833, n. ICL 

London Daily Post and General Advertiser, 

1741-1776, n. UnivMF 

London Gazette 

1665-1800, n. NN 

London Gazette, 

Dec. 31-Mar. 21, 26-29, 1705—Dec. 9, 

1706—Mar. 16, 1715-1720—Mar. 23-26, 
1728—Mar. 22-25, 1729, n. IU. 

London Gazette, 

Mar.-Dec. 1705; Mar 
negative), n. CtY 


Daily Post. c 


Daily Post, c 


1715-1729. (Another 


London Gazette, 

Aug. 31, 1710-Aug 

London Gazette, 

Dec. 30, 1738-Dec. 29, 1739, n. Cty. 

The London Gazette. (Filmed with the 
Champion; or The Evening Advertiser), 

Apr. 6-Sept. 4. 1742, n. UnivMP. 

Luton Advertiser, 

1874-1884; 1885-1891, n. Home Counties 
Newspapers, Ltd 

Luton News, 

1891-1948, n. Home Counties Newspapers, 
Ltd. 


1714, n. MNS 


Luton Times, 
1855-1857, n. Home Counties Newspapers, 
Lid 


Manchester Guardian, 

1821-1952, n. Manchester P.L. c. £175 
complete (or in smaller blocks). 1953+ 
n. Publisher. c. 1953-1955, £18 p.a. 
1956-1959 £20 p.a 

Manchester Guardian Weekly, 

June 11, 1943; July 28, 1944, Nov. 16, 30, 
1945; Feb. 1, Mar. 22, 1946; Apr. 12, 
June 28, 1946, n. CL 

Manchester Guardian Weekly, 

1959+, n. Publisher 

Mansfield Advertiser, 

1894-1906. Further 
Methods 

Mansfield Chronicle Advertiser 

1957-1959. Further years*, n 
Methods 

Marylebone Record, 

1914-1959, n. BM. 

Middlesex Advertiser, 

1913-1957*, n. BM. 

Middlesex County Times (Ealing edn.) 

1883-1893, 1950, 1957-1959, n 

Morning Chronicle, 

1794-1800, n. NcD 

Morning Chronicle, 

1801-1855, n. BM. 

Morning Chronicle, 

1856-1862*, n. BM 

Morning Journal, 

1828-1830, n. BM 

Morning Post and Daily Advertiser 

1795; 1797-1810, n. UnivMP. 


Micro 


years*, n 


Micro 


News Chronicle, 

July 1938+, n. ICMILC 

News Chronicle, 

1950-1959, n. BM 

News of the World, 

1950-1959, n. BM. 

New Times, 

1818-1828, n. BM 

Northern Echo, 

1870-1874, 1959 and further years*, n. 
Darlington P.L. c. £5 per 600 frames. 

Northern Star, 

1838-1852, n. BM 

North London Press, 

1943-1959, n. BM 

North Met. & Holloway Press, 

1876-1879, n. BM 

North Wilts Herald, 

1861-1900, 1950-1959, n. BM. 

North Wilts Herald, 

1901-1949*, n. BM. 

Nuneaton Chronicle, 

1868-1920, 1950-1956, n. BM 

Nuneaton Chronicle, 

1921-1949*, n. BM. 


The Observator, 

Aug. 30, 1710-July 30, 1712, n. MNS. 

Observer, 

1931-1959, n. BM. 1957-1958, n. 
Methods. c. £10 p.a. 

Observer, 

Jan. 5, 1947+, n. NN 

Observer, j Ge 
1956+ (Another negative), n. ICMILC. 

Oldham Chronicle Weekly* 

n. Oldham Chronicle 

Oldham Evening Chronicle, 

1913, n 

Oldham Evening Chronicle*, 

n. Oldham Chronicle 

Oxford Gazette, 

1753-1769, n. BM 


Micro 


Pall Mall Gazette, 
1865-1923. 
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Pall Mall Gazette, Apr. 26, 1871-Mar. 13, 
1886, n. MShM 

Peop! 

1950, igs, 1954, n. BM 

Peoples per, 

try arte n. BM 

Portsmouth Evening News, 

1951t, n. Publisher 

The Porcupine, 

Oct. 30, 1800-1801, 

Potteries Times, 

1854, n. BM 

Potteries Free Press, 

1853, n. BM 

Purley, Caterham & Oxted Gazette, 

1903-1908* (incomplete), n. Coulsdon & 
Purley P.L 


n. NjJR 


Railway News, 

1864-1918, n. BM 

Reading Mercury, 

1841-1870, n Micro Methods. c 
£32 complete. 

Reading ry & Oxford Gazette, 

1770-1785, BM 

Record, 

1828-1876, n. BM 

Reynolds News, 

1953, n. ICMILC. 

Rochdale Observer, 

1888-1911. n. Publisher 

Rochdale Times, 

1913, n. BM. 

Rossendale Free Press, 

1920-24, 1950-1958, Further 
Micro Methods. c. £5 p.a 

Rotherham Advertiser, 

1858-1877. Further 
Methods 

Rotherham Express, 

Complete file*, n. Micro Methods 


approx, 


years*, 


years*, n. Micro 


Scotsma 
1817- 131, 
Scotsm: 
1932- 1949*, n. BM 

The Scotsman 

1956f, n. ICMILC. 

Seven — & Finsbury Park Journal, 
1879-1882, n. BM. 

Sheffield Free Press, 

1851-1857, n. BM. 

Sheffield Telegraph, 

Jan.-June 1936, n. Sheffield City Library 
Shrewsbury Chronicle, 

1772-1830, 1831-1891*, n. BM 


1950-1959, n. BM 
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Southern Daily Mail. 

1951+, n. Publishers. 

South London Advertiser, 

June 1949+, n. Lambeth P.L. 
South London Press, 

June 1949+, n. Lambeth P.L 
South Molton Gazette, 

1953+, n. Western Times. c. £2 per 100 ft. 
South Western Star, 

1889-1959, n. BM. 

Staffordshire County Herald, 
1851, 1852, n. BM. 

Staffordshire Potteries Telegraph, 
a 1855, n. BM. 


1801-1876*, n. BM. 
Sunday Sm 
Dispatch 
1801-1804; ‘i817¢, n. Publisher. 
Sunday Dispatch, 
1950, 1952, 1954, n. BM, 
Sunday Express, 
1953(7), n. Publisher 
Sunday Express, 
1950, 1952, n. BM. 
Sunday Pictorial, 
1946f, n. — 
Sunday Tim 
1950, 1952, 1954, n. BM. 
Sunday Times, 
1956+, n. ICMILC. 
Sunderland & Durham County Herald, 
1839-1852, n. Micro Methods. c. £2 per 100 
ft 
Sunderland & Durham Gazette, 
1831, n. Micro Methods, c. £2 per 100 ft. 
Sunderland Beacon, 
1838-1839, n. Micro Methods, c. £2 per 
100 ft. 
Sunderland Herald, 
1831-1838 (some issues missing), n. Micro 
Methods. c. £2 per 100 ft. 
Sussex Daily News", 
n. Hove 
Swindon Advertiser, 
1858-1914, n. BM. 


Swindon Evening Advertiser, 
1915-1949", n. BM. 


(includes Weekly 


Sydenham, Forest Hill & Penge Gazette, 
1872-1939*, n. BM. 


The Times. 
1785t, n. Recordak. 


The Times. Weekly edition, 
1945-1951, p. ICU. 
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The Times, Index 

Oct. 1790-1905, n. DLC 

The Times, Index. Index of events relating 
to India and the East 

1850-1889, n. Recordak 

Tiverton Gazette, 

1953+, n Western Times, c. £2 per 100 ft. 


True Scotsman, 
1839-1841, n. BM 


Wakefield Express, 

1852-1885, 1957, 
n. Micro Methods. c 
1957, 1958, £10 p.a 

The Weekly Journal; or Saturday's Post, 

Feb. 1716-Jan. 1726, n. CtY 

Wellingborough News, 

1957-1958. Further 
Methods. 

Wellington Weekly News 

1953+, n. Western Times, c 

Western Times and Gazette, ; 

1954+, n. Publisher, c. £2 per 100 ft 

West London Press, 

1950-1958, n. BM. 

West London Press 

1858-1949*, n. BM. 

West Norwood, Brixton and Streatham 
Advertiser, 

June 1949t, n. Lambeth P.L 

Westminster hy Pimlico Gazette, 

1887-1949*, 

The era Journal: or the New 
Weekly Miscellany. (Filmed with the 
Champion or the ae Advertiser), 

Nov. 28, 1741, n. UnivMF 

Weston Mercury 

1855-1884, n. BM. 

Williamson's Liverpool Advertiser, 

1756-1794*, n. Liverpool P.L 

Wolverhampton Chronicle, 

1952+, n. Micro Methods. 

[Wolverhampton] Express & Star 

1952+, n. Micro Methods. 

Wolverhampton Express & Star, 

dates ?, n. Publisher 

[Wolverhampton] Sporting Star, 

Aug. 1951+, n. Micro Methods 


1958. Further Years*, 
1852-1885, £5 p.a. 


years*, n. Micro 


£2 per 100 ft 


Yorkshire Evening Post, 

1958+, n. Micro Methods, c. £20 p.a 
Yorkshire Post and Leeds Mercury, 
Oct. 1956t, n. ICMILC 

Yorkshire Post, 

1957+, n. Micro Methods. c. £20 p.a 
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The Status and Training of Reference Librarians 


Memorandum approved by the Library Association Council in January 1960* 


1. The reference function of the public library. 
The reference and information services given 
by public libraries are of great importance. This 
has always been so, but the fact is more obvious 
today than ever before. The very rapid de- 
velopment of special libraries of all kinds 
demonstrates the increasing demand for infor- 
mation, while the growth in volume of work in 
those public reference libraries adequately 
equipped to deal with it is proof that the public 
library has a vital role in this service. Whilst 
some libraries are providing adequate services, 
many are failing badly and all could be 
improved. 

The public library must be organized to 
supply information and reference material to all 
enquirers—industrial and commercial firms, 
students, professional men and women, 
amateurs in all their fields of interest, and the 
casually curious. Even those libraries too small 
to maintain a separate reference department 
must, by utilizing all resources of stock, staff 
and outside aid, carry out this part of their func- 
tion. And all must be geared for speed; most en- 
quiries demand quick and accurate answers. 

To give this service the library must carry a 
good, well-selected stock of books and other 
material, properly organized for use. It must be 
equipped with good and detailed catalogues 
and indexes and its material must be readily 
accessible and facilities be available for its 
convenient use. It must play its part in schemes 
for co-operation and mutual aid among 
libraries of all kinds. Above all, its staff must 
be adequate in numbers and quality, and must 
be encouraged to extend, not merely to main- 
tain, this part of the service. 

2. Size of staff. While there are many difficul- 
ties attending any attempt to find standards, 
size of population served offers a useful guide 
to minimum requirements, in spite of differ- 
ences of character between towns of similar 
sizes. A consideration to be borne in mind is 
that a staff sufficient to deal with the demands 
of today may not be large enough to plan and 
prepare those extensions of the service neces- 
sary to meet the needs of tomorrow. Further, 
it must be emphasized that improvement will 
inevitably lead to increased use, for in reference 
work, as in other departments of library activ- 
ity, supply creates demand. 


Some authorities serving small population 
groups may not provide separate reference de- 
partments, and in such libraries the whole of 
the book stock must be brought into action. In 
these libraries the chief librarian or a qualified 
senior member of his staff might be expected to 
deal with much of the information work, while 
there should always be on duty at least one 
member of the staff qualified and trained for 
reference duties. Elsewhere, and where a 
separate reference department is maintained, 
the minimum staff should consist of a qualified 
librarian (on Grade A.P.T. II or above), and, 
in a population group of about 45,000, at least 
one full-time assistant and necessary relief. As 
the population figure rises, so should the num- 
ber of staff: at 120,000 population the reference 
librarian might expect to have five assistants, 
enough of them on A.P.T. scales to ensure a 
qualified person being on duty at all times, 
while at the 300,000 population mark, where a 
library frequently serves as a regional library, 
a staff of twenty or more is normally necessary. 

3. Responsibility and status of the reference 
librarian. The work in reference service de- 
mands of the reference librarian and his staff 
an intimate knowledge of the tools of the trade 
generally and the library’s own stock in par- 
ticular, familiarity with other resources, and a 
close study of local demand and need, both 
current and potential. If he is to discharge his 
function well, he must be given the greatest 
possible amount of independence of action con- 
sonant with general policy. 

The responsibility for stock selection and 
purchase for his own department within the 
necessary financial limits should be wholly or 
largely delegated to the reference librarian. He 
should control the times and duties of the staff 
in his department. Control over the general and 
special cataloguing and indexing for the refer- 
ence library should be in his hands, and he 
should be responsible at least for the drafting 
of correspondence concerning his department. 
He should be allowed to attend (representing 
the chief librarian when necessary) all meetings 
which concern the work of the reference 
library. Subject to the general direction of the 
chief librarian, the reference librarian should 
be in a position to speak as a representative of 
the library on those local societies appropriate 


* This amended memorandum replaces the original version which appeared in May 1958. 
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to his work. Negotiations below the policy level 
with outside bodies in respect of co-operation 
and mutual aid in reference work should be as 
much as possible in his hands. Every oppor- 
tunity should be given to him to establish 
direct contact with other libraries and sources 
of information, and he should be encouraged 
to attend meetings of the appropriate sections 
of the Library Association. At all times he 
should expect to be calied on to advise the chief 
librarian on reference library matters. 

Long service in a reference library should 
not be a bar to promotion. Indeed it might be 
expected that all chief and deputy librarians 
should have had as extensive experience of 
reference work as of other branches of 
librarianship. 

4. Qualifications. The reference librarian 
should have a good general education; a degree 
in certain subjects is, ef course, very valuable. 
His minimum professional qualification should 
be A.L.A. for the small to medium library, 
with F.L.A. for the large reference library. 

All assistants serving in a reference library 
should normally have passed the First Pro- 
fessional Examination. 

5. Training for reference librarianship. If 


reference library assistants are to receive ade- 
quate training, they should serve in the depart- 
ment for periods of not less than six months 
at a time. 


Internal training should be careful and 
systematic. The Savage method of “atelier” 
training has much to commend it, a junior being 
attached to a qualified senior as a personal 
assistant, but certainly not as an odd-job boy. 
An essential part of the training is the actual 
handling of reference material and, that being 
so, the large reference library will provide the 
best training ground. Small authorities may find 
it valuable to send staff to be trained in large 
reference libraries. 

Staff should be encouraged to take first those 
parts of the Registration Examination most 
concerned with reference work, e.g., Biblio- 
graphy and Assistance to readers. Full-time 
courses at library schools giving the maximum 
practical work are most desirable, but part-time 
courses (perhaps post-Registration) would be 
valuable if they included (a) use of reference 
books and sources, (b) enquiry technique, (c) 
visits to large reference libraries. 

Reference library assistants should be en- 
couraged to keep abreast of current affairs, 
examine professional and other appropriate 
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journals regularly, and to attend meetings of 
the appropriate Sections of the L.A. 

6. Outlook. While some few libraries measure 
up at least to the standards indicated above, 
others fall below, and many very far below in 
some or all respects. Thus, while reference 
services are becoming increasingly important, 
the public libraries are prevented from playing 
their full part by their widely varying standards 
of efficiency. 

Nevertheless a first-class reference service is 
certainly of no less significance in official eyes 
than a good lending or children’s service, and 
would be generally supported by industry and 
commerce as well as by privgte citizens. The 
gain to the whole public library movement 
would be considerable. 


Summary of Recommendations 

1. Reference librarians should be chartered 
librarians graded not less than A.P.T. II. 

2. Responsibility for stock selection and 
cataloguing and for general administration of 
the reference library should normally be dele- 
gated to the reference librarian. He should be 
given considerable liberty in administering his 
department. Subject to the direction of the chief 
librarian, he should be in a position to negotiate 
schemes of mutual aid with other organizations 
including libraries. He should be given every 
opportunity of attending meetings, professional 
or otherwise, which bear upon the work of his 
department. 

3. Reference library staffs should be adequate 
in numbers. Where a separate reference depart- 
ment is provided, the ratio of staff to popula- 
tion served should be about | to 20,000, though 
in large systems giving a regional service the 
ratio might well be higher. 

4. Reference libraries should be adequately 
staffed at all times by assistants who should 
have at least passed the First Professional! 
Examination. Junior staff should receive 
systematic training in the department for at 
least six months. 

Small authorities should endeavour to send 
staff to be trained in large reference libraries. 
Reference library staff should be encouraged 
to take first those parts of the professional 
examinations most concerned with reference 
work. 

5. It is desirable that chief and deputy 
librarians should have had as extensive experi- 
ence in reference work as in other branches of 


librarianship. 
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County Library Practice: Revised Definitions 


The County Libraries Section Committee think 
it desirable that another attempt should be made 
to achieve some standard practice in the use of 
the various descriptive words and phrases which 
are either peculiar to county library practice, 
or which have a special connotation in relation 
thereto. In an earlier attempt to overcome this 
difficulty, they advocated certain definitions in 
the 1938-39 Statistical report on the County 
Libraries of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
These definitions were later revised and appeared 
as Appendix A in Osborne and Sharr’s County 
library practice (Library Association, 1950). 
Under the editorship of Miss F. E. Cook a new 
manual of current practice is being prepared and 
the Committee have again revised the definitions. 
As publication of the new manual is unlikely 
for a year or more, the Committee decided at 
its last meeting to ask that these revised definitions 
should be printed in the RECORD as soon as 
possible, and they appear below. 


Service Points 


(a) Service Points. ‘Actual points at which public 
are served. Include branches (inclusive of 
mobile branches and travelling libraries, each 
halt to count as a separate service point), 
centres, school libraries, hospital libraries, 
youth clubs, prison, lighthouses, training 
colleges, military camps, etc. The characteris- 
tic denoting a Service Point is that provision 
is intended to be permanent and/or continu- 
ous, is of relatively wide subject range, and 
is located at a definite place. Does not include 
supply of collections of books to adult classes, 
choral and dramatic societies, or for other 
similar purposes where the use of the collec- 
tion is intended to be limited in duration and 
where the books cover a relatively narrow 
subject range.”” 

Branch. **A general or collective term which 
includes more than one of the types of service 
points as detailed in paragraphs (c) to (e) 
(e.g. ‘branch library policy’, ‘staffing of 
branches’) but excludes those which are not 
administered by paid staff.” 

Full-time Branch Library. ‘A full-time branch 
library is one housed in premises set aside for 
the purpose, and specially equipped and 
furnished, open not less than thirty hours a 
week.” 

Part-time Branch Library. “A part-time 
branch is one open less than thirty hours, but 


more than ten hours, per week in premises 
specially equipped and furnished.” 

(e) Library Centre. “‘A library centre is a static 
service-point, whether or not under the 
control of paid staff, which does not comply 
with the definitions for full-time and part- 
time branches.” 


Library Areas 


(a) Region. “A part of the county library area 
including branch libraries, centres, travelling 
libraries and other facilities administered 
from a regional headquarters as a library 
unit within the county library system.” 
Regional Headquarters. “The premises from 
which a region is administered, which may 
or may not be a library to which the public 
have access.” 

Area. “A part of the County Library area, 
not as extensive as a region, served by a 
number of branches and/or centres, and 
forming a library unit for administrative 
purposes. 

It will normally comprise two or more 
county districts or parishes.” 
Area Headquarters. “‘The premises from 
which the libraries in an Area are adminis- 
tered, which may or may not be a library to 
which the public has access.” 
Catchment Area. “In library planning de- 
notes the area from which readers may be 
expected to be drawn to a given library 
service point.” 
District. ““A part of the county library area 
other than a Region or Area and usually 
comprising a town and its adjacent rural area 
organized as a library unit.” 
District Central Library. “The principal 
library in a District, usually situated in the 
main centre of communications. If it has no 
branches or centres, it is a District Library.” 


Staff 


(a) Regional Librarian. *“*The Librarian respon- 
sible for the administration of the library 
services of Region.” 

(b) Regional Officer. “*The Librarian responsible 
for the development and administration of 
all aspects of the library service throughout a 
Region, but not combining with this the 
functions of a Branch Librarian.” 
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(c) Area Librarian. “The Librarian in charge of 
the library service in an Area.” 
(d) District Librarian. “The Librarian in charge 
of the library service in a District.” 

(e) Branch Librarian. “The Librarian in charge 
of a branch library not covered by the above 
definitions.” 

Superintendent of Branch Libraries (or Branch 
Superintendent). “The Librarian, being a 
member of the headquarters staff, whose 
duties are to ensure that branch libraries are 
efficiently administered.” 

Liaison Officer (or Inspector of Branch 
Libraries and Centres). “The Librarian who 
carries out duties calling for a personal link 
between the County Librarian and local 
persons or bodies. The duties may include 
visiting of branches and centres, encouraging 
and advising of Local Librarians, training of 
branch staff, attending local committee 
meetings, taking charge of branches in 


(f) 


emergencies, and other tasks calling for the 


The Library 


Annual General Meeting 


The Annual General Meeting of Members of 
the Library Association will be held in the Spa 
Grand Hall, Scarborough, at 2.30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 14th September, 1960. 


AGENDA 


1. To receive the Minutes of the previous 
Annual General Meeting held in Torquay on 
23rd September, 1959. (Pubiished on page 261 of 
THe Lrprary ASSOCIATION RECORD, October 
1959.) 

2. To receive the report of the Scrutineers on 
the Election of Council for 1960. (Published on 
page 345 of THe Liprary ASSOCIATION RECORD, 
December, 1959). 

3. To receive and consider the Annual Report 
for 1959, including the report of the Honorary 
Treasurer and of the Honorary Auditors (circu- 
lated to all members with THE Liprary AssoctA- 
TION RECORD, May, 1960). 

4. To nominate and elect for the year 1960 two 
Honorary Auditors (who, in accordance with 
Byelaw C.4, may not be members of the Council). 

5. To receive an invitation on behalf of the 
Mayor and Corporation of the County Borough 
of Hastings to hold the next Annual Conference 
in Hastings from 18th to 22nd September, 1961. 
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attendance in person of a senior member of 
the headquarters staff." 


Transport 

(a) Exhibition Van. “A vehicle fitted with shel- 
ving or other method of displaying books, 
from which Local Librarians, Teachers, etc., 
select the stocks for their Centres, but which 
does not serve the public direct.” 
Mobile Library. ““A vehicle devised, equipped 
and operated to provide, as far as reasonably 
practicable, a service comparable to a part- 
time branch library.” 
Travelling Library. “A vehicle of small size 
(i.e. exceeding 30 cwt.) shelved or otherwise 
equipped to provide a rural service to villages 
and isolated farms and houses, with short 
stops for issuing of books.” 
Delivery Van. “A vehicle intended and adap- 
ted primarily for the transport of books in 
boxes or trays, and providing no facilities for 
the selection of books.” 


Association 


6. To express the thanks of the Association to 
the Mayor and Corporation of the Borough of 
Scarborough, and to all those who have facilitated 
the work of the Conference. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1959 


Members attending the Annual General 
Meeting who wish to ask questions on the 
Annual Report under item 3 are invited to sub- 
mit these to the Secretary in writing some days 
before the Meeting. This will enable the Chairmen 
concerned to give more adequate replies. 


Winter Examinations, 1960 


1. Entry Forms. Entry forms for the Winter 
examinations are now available upon application 
to the Secretary. Supplies of forms to meet the 
winter requirements will be sent to librarians 
and staff representatives upon application: a 
stamped addressed envelope should be enclosed. 
Care should be taken to specify the number 
required for each examination, i.e., First Profes- 
sional, Registration and Final. 

2. Certificates. Candidates entering for the 
first time are reminded that they must comply 
with and should read the regulations set out in the 
Students’ handbook, the Syllabus of examinations, 
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and the Year book. They must be members of the 
Association and must have obtained a General 
Certificate of Education which conforms with the 
Council’s requirements. Members claiming 
exemption from the First Professional Examina- 
tion are required to submit evidence of gradua- 
tion, or the certificate upon which they base their 
claim. 

Particulars of new categories of members who 
may claim exemption from the First Professional 
Examination will be found in the July 1960 issue of 
the REcorD. 


3. Envelopes. Two stamped addressed enve- 
lopes (post-card size) must be forwarded with the 
entry form for the despatch of the candidates’ 
entry ticket and result card (Regulation 8). Fail- 
ure to comply with this Regulation will delay both 
entry ticket and notification of result. 


4. Remittances. All remittances should be in 
the form of cheques, money orders, or postal 
orders, made payable to the Library Association 
and crossed. Loose cash should not be sent. 
Members claiming exemption from the First 
Professional Examination are required to remit 
an exemption fee of £2 10s. in addition to the 
Registration Examination fee specified on the 
entry form. Envelopes containing entries should 
be endorsed “‘Examinations’’. 

5. Closing date. The closing date for applications 
to sit the Winter examinations is 30th September, 
after which no applications can be considered. 


6. Group A (iii), Practical Classification and 
Cataloguing. Before sending in applications to sit 
this part, candidates should make sure that they 
have access to the permitted works as set out in 
the syllabus, since no copies of these works will be 
provided in the examination room. The 13th, 
14th and 16th editions of the Dewey Decimal 
Classification are permitted works: the 15th 
edition is not. 


7. Group D (vii) (a). Candidates for this part 
must state on their forms whether they wish to 
take period (i) or period (ii). (See syllabus.) 


8. Dates of Examinations. 

Wednesday, 16th November (all day). First 
Professional. 

Tuesday, 29th November (all day). Final, Part I. 

Wednesday, 30th November (afternoon only). Registra- 
tion A(i). 

Thursday, Ist December (all day). Registration (Aii) 
and (iii). 

Friday, 2nd December (all day). Final, Part 2. 

Monday, Sth December (all day). Registration B. 

Tuesday, 6th December (all day). Final, Part 3. 

Wednesday, 7th December (all day). Registration C 
and D and Specialist Certificate (e). 

Thursday, 8th December (all day). Final, Part 4. 
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9. Centres for the examinations will be provided 
at: 


tAylesbury 
Birmingham 
tBolton 
Bournemouth 
+Brighton 
Bristol 
tBurnley 
Carlisle 
+Chatham 
+Chelmsford 
tCoventry 
*Doncaster 
Exeter 
Gloucester 
Hereford 
Hull 
Ipswich 
Isle of Wight 
Leeds 
Leicester 


Lincoln 
Liverpool 
London 
tLuton 
Manchester 
Middlesbrough 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
*Northampton 
Norwich 
Nottingham 
*+Oxford 
*Peterborough 
Plymouth 
Portsmouth 
+Preston 
*Salford 
Sheffield 
*Shrewsbury 
Southampton 
*Stoke-on-Trent 


IRELAND 
Belfast 
Dublin 


SCOTLAND 
Aberdeen 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Perth 


WALES 
Aberystwyth 
Cardiff 
*Carmarthen 
Colwyn Bay 
Swansea 
* Indicates First Professional Examination only. 
+ Indicates First Professional and Registration Exam- 
inations only. 


Some changes may have occurred in the addres- 
ses of examination centres, and candidates are 
advised to look carefully at their entry tickets to 
ensure attendance at the correct address. 

10. A candidate to whom English is a foreign 
language should indicate this by a note on his 
application form, stating his mother-tongue and 
country of origin. 


Annual Election of Council 


Election of Councillors to serve from Ist 
January, 1961. 

The following elections will take place in 1960 
for Councillors to serve for three years, 1961-1963. 

Three National Councillors from within a 
radius of 30 miles from Charing Cross. 

Five National Councillors from beyond that 
radius. 

Each candidate must be nominated by not less 
than two qualified voters. 

Nominations as defined above must be de- 
livered to the Secretary of the Library Association 
at Chaucer House not later that the /5th Septem- 
ber. The Secretary will obtain the candidate’s 
consent to serve. 

Voting papers will be posted to qualified voters 
on 26th October. 
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Youth Libraries 


As previously announced, the annual Week-end 
School of the Youth Libraries Section will be 
held this year at Bishop Otter College, Chichester, 
from 9th-1 1th September. Members of the Section 
and others interested in children and their 
reading are invited to attend. ““Accent on youth’, 
will be the main theme of the school, and speakers 
will include representatives of various aspects of 
work with young people other than children’s 
librarianship. The lecture on Saturday evening, 
traditionally by a writer of children’s books, 
will be given by Miss Rosemary Sutcliff, author 
of a number of distinguished historical novels 
for older children and winner of the Carnegie 
Medal for 1959, and the final lecture on Sunday, 
by Mr. Peter Opie, co-author and compiler of 
The lore and language of school-children and of 
the earlier Oxford nursery rhyme book and Oxford 
dictionary of nursery rhymes. A full report of the 
week-end school will be published in the autumn 
number of YLS News. 

The Committee of the Youth Libraries Section 
recently commissioned a design for a colophon 
for use on all publications and stationery, and 
this appeared for the first time on the current 
issue of the re-designed YLS News (formerly 
Activity). After much discussion the title has been 
changed so that it may be more conveniently 
incorporated into the new heading. The colophon, 
which appears above, is very appropriately the 
work of Mr. William Stobbs, winner of the 1959 
Kate Greenaway Medal for his work in the 
illustration of children’s books during 1959, and 
he is to be congratulated on a design which is 
both unconventional and pleasing. Indeed, his 
delightful little squirrel may well serve to remind 
members of the Section that a sense of fun is as 
essential a qualification for work with children 
as any other attribute. YLS News contains 
articles and correspondence on many aspects 
of children’s work and provides a platform on 
which younger, as well as more experienced, 
members of the Section can freely air their views. 
Contributions are always welcome and should be 
sent direct to The Hon. Editor, Mr. W. H. 
Milner, M.B.E., A.L.A., Children’s Librarian, 


Camberwell Public Libraries, Administration 
Department, Dulwich Library, Lordship Lane, 
London, S.E.22. The annual subscription to 
YLS News for non-members of the Section is 5s. 

The work of cataloguing the Section’s special 
collection of children’s books at Chaucer House 
is progressing steadily and is being carried out by 
members of the committee and other volunteers 
under the direction of Miss E. H. Colwell. Offers 
of help are badly needed and should be made 
direct to Miss E. H. Colwell, F.L.A., Children’s 
Librarian, Central Library, The Burroughs, 
Hendon, N.W.6. Donations of books are also 
very welcome and, since Mr. Woodfield’s very 
generous gift of early children’s books was 
received, a special effort is being made to enlarge 
the scope of the collection to include books 
published before 1900; gifts of books in this 
category are particularly welcome, and should 
be made in the first instance to Miss Colwell. 
Children’s books of this century, the annotated 
catalogue of the collection as it then stood, which 
was published in 1958, is unfortunately now out- 
of-print, but it is hoped to issue a revised edition 
at a later date, also a catalogue of the Woodfield 
Collection. E. N. Bewick 


LIAISON 

The Editors of Liaison have been prevented from 
publishing an August number through a combination of 
Press-stopping circumstances, not least among them being 
shortage of copy. 

Membership participation in Liaison is a thing the 
Editors cannot do without, and more would be welcome. 
Contributions in the form of news items, references to Press 
reports and ideas for features should pour where now 
they trickle. Members are urged to help. 


Part-time Courses 
Members knowing of a part-time course in preparation 
for the L.A. examinations at an institute not listed on 
pages 41 to 43 of the 1960 Students’ handbook are asked to 
notify the Secretary immediately as the 1961 edition is 
being prepared. The name and address of the institute 
should be given in the same form as the others in the list. 


Courses at Cardiff 
Courses in preparation for F.P.E. and Registration 
Examinations will again be held at the Welsh College 
of Advanced Technology, Cathays Park, Cardiff. 
Further particulars from the Librarian at the College. 
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Correspondence 


NATIONAL LENDING LIBRARY 


Mr. A. Ma rtsy, A.L.A., Liverpool Public 
Libraries, writes: 

I was astonished to read the comments of Mr. 
Lovell (June RECORD) concerning Mr. Hutchings’ 
recent letter. The hostility between scientists and 
librarians is most unfortunate, but it seems to me 
that Dr. Urquhart has been as hostile as any. 
Many of the admittedly poor standards with 
regard to the provision of scientific literature in 
public libraries are due chiefly to our local 
government areas. They could only be overcome 
by reconstruction or by a wider conception of 
co-operation such as Mr. Hartley has visualized 
for Merseyside. As to Dr. Urquhart’s criteria, | 
can only say “good luck”’ to Mr. Lovell if he 
hopes to add a trained scientist to his staff at 
Rotherham. 

Librarians may not know the German word 
for “science”, but surely our job is rather to 
know sources of information. (I refrain from 
quoting Dr. Johnson’s well-known remark on 
knowledge). Can we have a “20th century 


Panizzi’’, who so obviously underestimates library 
qualifications and techniques? If we can do with- 


out trained librarians in scientific libraries, we can 
do without them in other subject fields. Should a 
“three star”’ library also have a social scientist, a 
minister of religion, etc., on its staff? At this 
rate librarians may soon be extinct. 

To be more serious, I agree with Mr. Lovell 
that there has been too much ill-feeling, and that 
it would be a good thing if it ceased. He is unfair, 
however, in throwing all the blame on to the 
members of his own profession. When we recall 
that Dr. Urquhart was asking public libraries for 
donations not very long ago, I feel that I for one 
must support the attitude of Mr. Hutchings. 


Mr. Jon Exwiot, A.L.A., Borough Librarian 
and Curator of Rawtenstall, writes: 


The Lovell-Beer letters on the L.A.-N.L.L. 
controversy bypass the real issues. The large 
financial resources available to any national 
organization, to develop its services, are no basic 
argument for suitability for the job. This is just 
the coincidence of purchasing power—mainly 
from public funds. It is the correct and economic 
deployment of these funds, viewed primarily in 
the light of existing facilities, that matters. For 
example, if information services to local industries 
are to be expanded, directly or indirectly through 


central funds, what better medium is there to 
handle its own area, co-ordinate outside it and 
expand its present resources than the local library. 

Many such libraries have the only compre- 
hensive collection of literature and allied material 
on the local industries in their area. It is also no 
great revelation that many librarians and their 
staffs know something about these industries 
and the technicians who operate them. They 
also know something about the organization and 
presentation of information. It is admitted that 
the language specialist would dub both the 
science and library specialists as amateurs. 

An even more important issue hinted by the 
correspondence is the suitability of librarians to 
organize any particular library and that the L.A. 
is wrong to challenge any opinion which suggests 
that libraries, other than general libraries, are 
better organized by those having greater ancillary 
knowledge of the subject content of the stock, 
than by librarians. Librarians who accept this 
should stand by for a “pier head jump”’. 

There have been the shortcomings of insular 
L.A. Councils but that should not prevent 
librarians, backed by a lively secretariat, from 
proving their worth. Public librarians do not 
wish to denigrate the excellent work being done 
by national non-chartered bodies: some con- 
tributed to Aslib’s new headquarters. All they 
demand is a rightful role in the administration of 
any national library schemes, particularly where 
public funds are involved. 

It may be that the people who make these 
funds available in the first place need enlightening. 


SUNDAY MEETINGS 


Mr. P. R. Laspon, A.L.A., Hon. P.R.O. of 
Greater London Division, A.A.L., writes: 


May I make two points in reply to Miss 
Coldham’s letter (June RECORD) concerning the 
holding of GLD’S Revision Schools on a 
Sunday. These are, briefly, that it is a sad but 
inescapable fact that Sunday is the most con- 
venient day for the majority of librarians to 
spend away from home or work and, since GLD 
barely breaks even financially on its educational 
programme under present circumstances, a lot 
of thought would have to be given to the matter 
before taking any steps which might restrict 
attendance. However, we shall be only too 
pleased to discuss next year’s programme in the 
light of Miss Coldham’s remarks and indeed 
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those of Mr. Bakewell. Purely as a matter of 
interest, the County Libraries Section Conference 
organization this year made time available for 
morning worship; the problem is not insuperable. 


ANTHOLOGY OF HORROR POEMS 

Mrs. B. Simon, 4 The Parade, Walton-on-Naze, 
Essex, writes: 

I am compiling an anthology of horror poems, 
and would be grateful for any suggestions from 
readers. 

The sort of verse in which I am particularly 
interested was popular in late Victorian times, 
and dealt, often with gruesome and macabre 
details, mainly with insanity and violent death. 
It was frequently given at public recitals, and 
possibly printed on the broadsheets that were 
widely published at that time. 

Any information about the availability of these 
broadsheets to-day, or about anthologies or other 
books containing such verse, would be greatly 
appreciated. 

MR. PHILLIPS 

Mr. O. W. PENDLETON, M.A., F.L.A., Libra- 
rian, The Chartered Insurance Institute, writes: 

My experiences with a faceted classification 
scheme for insurance and related subjects, which 
was introduced into this library three years ago 
and which is one of several such schemes now 
operating in libraries, may be of interest. 

While this particular scheme could no doubt 
be improved, it nevertheless shows the many 
advantages of the facet method. The clear de- 
marcation of the sections or facets of the subject 
which are liable to overlap precludes muddled 
order of a kind which one sees, for instance, 
under the section 331 in UDC. By comparison 
with the traditional enumerative schemes the 
faceted are more flexible, classifying by them is 
more accurate and consistent, class numbers are 
easier to remember and retrieval of information is 
speedier. New class numbers can be easily con- 
structed for new subjects and developments and 
moreover inserted at any point in the schedules 
without dislocation. 

The chain index, an essential feature of the 
system, not only provides an alternative approach 
by the alphabet, but also brings together subjects 
separated in the schedules, which may be wanted 
together by a particular searcher, making clear 
any relationships between subjects which have 
not been evident before or any unnecessary 
distinctions which may have been made. 

In fact, practical experience shows the attacks 
against modern classification theory to be point- 
less and unfair. 
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Library Association Library 


List OF ADDITIONS 
(Continued) 


Pitcuer, G. M., compiler. Bibliography of Ghana, 1957- 
1959; compiled by G. M. Pitcher, Kumasi, Library, 
Kumasi College of Technology, 1960 177 1. 016.9667 

TAyYLor, A. R., and Dvorin, E. P. Political development 
in British Central Africa, 1890-1956: a select survey 
of the literature and background materials. Oxford, 
University Press for the Institute of Race Relations, 
1959. pp. 61-78. 016.9689 

U.S. Liprary oF CoNnGrEsS. REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 
SLAVIC AND CENTRAL EUROPEAN DIVISION AND THE 
HisPANic FouNDATION. Latin America in Soviet 
writings, 1945-1958; compiled by Leo A. Okinshevich 
and Cecilia J. Gorokhoff. Edited by Nathan A. 

, Haverstock. Washington, 1959. xii, 257 p. 016.98 

Deep, S. G., and Francis, J., compilers. Catalogue of the 
Plume Library at Maldon, Essex. Maldon, 1959. 
xvi, 192 p. 017.2 


020—LiprarRY ECONOMY 


Kyoto. University. Liprary. Librarianship and history 
of library (sic). Kyoto, 1958. 235 p. 020 
ALBANI, JUAN, and others. Manual de bibliotecologia 
para bibliotecas populares, por Juan Albani, J. 
Federico Fino, Carlos V. Penna, Emilo Ruiz vy 
Josefa E. Sabor . . . Buenos Aires, Editorial Kapelusz, 
1958. xxi, 259 p. 020.2 
GREAT BRITAIN. CENTRAL YOUTH EMPLOYMENT EXECU- 
tive. Librarianship [prepared by the Ministry of 
Labour and the Central Office of Information; 4th 
ed.] London, H.M.S.O., 1960. 24 p. 020.70942 
PRAGUE. KNIHOVNA VYSOKYCH SKOL TECHNICKYCH 
UsTREDNI TECHNICKA KNIHOVNA Csr. Prace s 
technickou a ekonomickou literaturou: nastavbove 
kursy pro pracovniky technickych knihoven a 
utvaru technickych a ekonomickych informaci 
poradane knihovnou vysockych skol techikych v 
letech. 1956-1959. Il. prepracovane vydani. A. Derfl, 

B. Kottova. Praha, 1959. 159 p.* 020.716 
Libris et litteris: festschrift fir Hermann Tiemann zum 
sechzigsten geburtstag am A. juli 1959. Herausgege- 

ben van Christian Voigt und Erich Zimmermann. 
Hamburg, Maximilian-Gesellschaft, 1959. 360. [2] p. 
020.82 

Munrorp, W. A. William Ewart . . . 1798-1869: portrait 
of a radical. London, Grafton & Co., 1960. xv, 208 p. 
020.92 

LONDON. UNIVERSITY. INSTITUTE OF EpuCATION. Libraries 
in the service of education by D. J. Foskett. A 
lecture delivered at the University of London 
Institute of Education, 15 March, 1959 on the 
opening of the library in new premises. London, 
Evans Brothers Limited for the University, 1960. 25p. 
(Studies in Education no. 10). 021.2 
U.S. Orrice or Epucation. The public library .. . a 
university of the people, by Rose Vainstein. Washing- 

ton, 1959. 4 p. 021.2 
STEKHOVEN, Ing. G. S. Koppeling van bibliotheken met 
behulp van verreschrijvers. Den Haag, Nederlandse 
Vererniging van Bibliothecarissen, Sectie voor 
Speciale Bibliotheken, 1958. 27-45 p. 021.64 


(To be continued) 





AucGust 1960 


Obituaries 

KEssEN.—We regret to note the death of 
Dr. A. Kessen, Librarian of Leiden University 
Library, on 12th June. 

Dr. Kessen was Chairman of the Netherlands Associa- 
tion of Librarians (from 1954) and as representative of 
this Association he attended many library congresses 
abroad. He was a member of the Council of IFLA and 
Chairman of the Committee on the Exchange of Publi- 
cations of that Association. 

As a result of these international functions Dr. Kessen 
had many friends and acquaintances among librarians and 
scholars all over the world and his work has promoted the 
interests of both national and international librarianship. 

Dr. Kessen was born at Maastricht in October, 1904 
After completing his studies of literature and philosophy 
at the Universities of Louvain and Leiden, he became 
City Librarian and Archivist of Maastricht (1935-1946) 
From 1946-47 he was Deputy-Librarian of the University 
Library at Groningen. He wrote many professional 
articles and book reviews. 

NorMAN.—The death of Robert Norman, 
F.L.A., on 15th April, age 60, has come as a 
great shock to his colleagues. He joined the 
staff of the Cardiff Public Libraries in 1917 and 
during the first World War served with the 
Sherwood Foresters. After demobilization, he 
became a member of the staff of the Reference 
Library, eventually becoming Chief Cataloguer, 
a position he held until his death. He organized 
several book exhibitions which were held in the 
Central Library and his knowledge of fine 
printing and the productions of the various 
presses was encyclopaedic. For many years he 
had been a member of the Welsh Branch of the 
L.A. and the South Wales and Mon. Division, 
A.A.L., being Chairman of the latter in 1947. 

But to his friends and colleagues, Bob, as he 
was called, was much more. A man of charming 
personality, strong and upright of purpose, he 
was one to whom all could turn for advice and 
help. Over the years he had built up a reputation 
for solidarity, sincerity and willingness, though 
he would have been the last person to think he 
had done anything out of the ordinary. He leaves 
a widow to whom our sympathy is extended. 

CHARLES F. SHEPHERD 

JONES.—We regret to note the death in July of 
Mr. Gurner P. Jones, B.A., A.L.A., formerly 
Borough Librarian of Stepney. Mr. Gurner Jones, 
who joined the Association in 1919, served on the 
L.A. Education Committee for many years. An 
obituary will appear later. 

CRONSHAW.—We regret to note that Mr. V. 
Cronshaw, F.L.A., formerly Borough Librarian 
of Todmorden, died on 28th June. 

MooreE.—We regret to note the death of Miss 
Sheila Theresa Moore, A.L.A., Hospital Libra- 
rian, St. Thomas’s Hospital, on 7th July, aged 43. 
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GOOD, ATTRACTIVE 
LIBRARY STOCK 
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Smith’s Library Sales Department 
is helping many librarians to get the 
very best out of a modest budget. 


We can always offer you a wide 
range of ex-library fiction in good 
second-hand condition at bargain 
prices from 4/6 a copy. Each is 
supplied in its original coloured 
jacket, protected by a strong trans- 
parent plastic sleeve—just what you 
want from time to time to freshen 
up your hardest-used stock. 


Lists of newly available titles are 
circulated every month, and our 
representatives will be pleased to 
call with specimen volumes and a 
large selection of wrappers. Visitors 
to London will be cordially wel- 
comed from Monday to Friday at 


STRAND HOUSE - LONDON - W.C.2 
W. H. SMITH & SON 


Telephone HOLborn 4343 





REBOUND BOOKS—in strong 
library binding—are available at 
prices from 7/- a copy. 
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Reviews 


FerGuSON (JOAN P. S.), ed. Scottish family 
histories held in Scottish libraries. 1960. xii, 
194 pp. (The Scottish Central Library, 21s.) 

This most valuable bibliography is introduced 
by Sir Thomas Innes of Learney, Lord Lyon King 
of Arms. It gives locations for some 2,000 histories 
of Scottish families, most of them in printed 
form, that are to be found in the stock of 76 
libraries, both public and institutional. Some 
families have many branches all meticulously 
separated, e.g., 23 Campbells, 26 Stewarts, and 
no fewer than 39 Gordons. 

It is a book that should be available in every 
public library—not only in Scotland. Genea- 
logical research is of universal interest and 
fugitive references to connections by marriage 
are always likely to lead the student to new 
fields of enquiry. Scottish family tradition is 
well known as being well sustained by evidence 
and tradition. Generally, genealogical work is 
the result of much labour and enquiry, and no 
objective recorder is satisfied by isolated and un- 
supported evidence. To know where to check 
information is essential and this bibliography 
will save interminable enquiries. 

The book is the result of patient collation of 
information in answer to circular enquiry by the 
Scottish Central Library; information that has 
been so carefully assembled by Miss Ferguson 
as part of her official duties that it is commendably 
felt she should be given full personal credit for 
the compilation by the prominence with which her 
responsibility is made manifest on the title page. 
In an appendix is a useful list of general works 
that contain Scottish genealogies. 

I believe this is the first effort by a Regional 
Bureau to print a union catalogue of holdings in 
a subject field. There is no doubt that it is a 
model effort. May we hope that it will lead to 
other Regional Bureaux producing bibliographies 
in similar or other subjects? It is surely within 
their proper sphere of activity to make available 
to all interested readers information anent where- 
abouts of material. With the development of 
subject specialization it would be very useful if 
individual libraries were to produce lists of their 
bookstocks to add to our resources in biblio- 
graphy. 

The book is well produced and nicely printed 
and the title-page is enhanced by the Armorial 
Bearings that were granted to the Scottish 


Central Library by Lord Lyon in 1953. Such an 
aid to prestige would not be inappropriate to the 
Library Association, whose possession of a Royal 
Charter is net in anyway made manifest by the 
shabby display of a dated Alma-Tadema drawing 
used as a badge in preference to properly granted 
Arms that could be secured from the Crown that 
dignified the Association. 
W. J. Hitt 


[Our President’s Badge, representing the goddess 
Athena, was designed and executed by Mr. Omar Rams- 
den in 1930. 

Alma-Tadema’s design, representing a female figure 
distributing substantial looking volumes to a group of 
students, was reproduced in the first issue of the RECoRD 
(Jan. 1899) and appeared regularly on the cover of the 
RecorD until its format changed with the New Series in 
1923.) 


Foskett (D. J.) Libraries in the service of educa- 
tion. (Studies in education, No. 10). 1960. 
25 p. (Evans Bros., 2s. 6d.). 

This lecture is part of a series covering many 
specialized facets of the progress of educational 
influence and practice. Read by an educational 
student it would evoke a picture of the importance 
of a library, and it might surprise such a student 
in its references to the role of a librarian as an 
information officer, capable of helping the highly 
specialized research worker, and to a library as a 
likely source for new knowledge, arising from 
older, unused knowledge. Read by a librarian it 
might merely lead to the observation, ““We have 
told you so, but no one listened”’. 

It is not by any means certain, in spite of re- 
thinking on the present limitations of libraries, 
that all or even a majority of library practitioners 
have become aware of the ultimate nature of a 
library service, developed as far as it can be. It 
may even be that most library practitioners (out- 
side special libraries) look upon their service as 
being confined to the choosing and handling of 
whole documents, much as a grocer handles bars 
of soap (even if he does distinguish them by price 
or smell, he does not use them qua grocer, and 
does not know anything much of them worth 
knowing). 

Mr. Foskett’s lecture is in printed form a com- 
forting little essay on the importance of librarians, 
but, if the librarian reading it is really a librarian, 
he will also be discomforted on reflection. 

N. E. Dain 
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HARRISON (K. C.) First steps in librarianship: a 
student’s guide. 2nd ed. rev. 1960. (Grafton, 
2Is.). 

It was in 1950 that Mr. Harrison first published 
the original edition of the above work, a modest 
textbook, designed to assist students surmount 
the first obstacle in the Library Association's 
examination system, at that time known as the 
“Entrance Examination’’. Mr. Harrison’s initial 
publication was so well received that a reprint 
followed almost immediately and in the ten 
intervening years many successful students have 
had cause to be grateful for the reliable advice 
contained in First steps. 

Time changes everything, however, and the 
Library Association syllabus perhaps more than 
anything else. The Entrance Examination is long 
since a thing of the past, and was replaced in 1956 
by the First Professional Examination which, if 
all we hear is true, is itself in ultimate danger of 
extinction. The F.P.E., as it is fondly termed, is 
an examination much more searching and wider 
in its context than was its progenitor and it is 
timely indeed that Mr. Harrison has thought fit 
to revise his original work to such an extent 
that it covers in most admirable fashion practically 
every aspect of its syllabus. 

The author states categorically that First steps 
is not advanced as a guide to any examination 
and his intentions are honourable. Nevertheless, 
the thousands of youngsters who are going to 
make use of the book, moral standards being 
what they are, will judge it almost solely on the 
manner in which it comes up to the standard of 
expectation of the examiner, and who can blame 
the students! However, it will perhaps be of 
some satisfaction to all concerned that the 
reviewer can satisfy the reader’s desires without 
sacrificing the author’s honour. The newly re- 
vised edition is a publication almost double the 
size of the original. It has been expanded to treat 
equally all types of libraries and library work, 
and is, from the student’s viewpoint, an ideal 
introduction to their studies, particularly as Mr. 
Harrison gives useful lists of further reading. 
What the more seasoned librarian will, however, 
consider to be the hall-mark of the book is the 
interesting fashion in which it covers practically 
every aspect of librarianship which could be of 
any possible interest to a beginner. It is a volume 
which should be placed in the hands of every 
newcomer to the library profession, for its scope 
and facile style make it indispensable to anyone 
who has real interest in becoming a librarian. 


E. V. Corbett 
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Appointments and Retirements 


Ames.—Mr. J. E. Ames, A.L.A., Borough Librarian 
of East Ham, to retire. 

Barr.—Miss M. Barr, F.L.A., Deputy 
Librarian, Dunfermline P.L., has resigned. 

BeARHAM.—Miss J. Bearham, A.L.A., Chief Cata- 
loguer, Bexley P.L., to be Senior Assistant, Gravesend 
P.L. 

BevaNn.—Miss P. Bevan, M.A., Assistant, Manchester 
P.L., to be Assistant, Scottish Central Library. 

Brapiey.—Mr. P. Bradley, B.A., A.L.A., Librarian, 
Swaythling Sec. Boys School, Southampton, to be Chief 
Cataloguer, Bexley P.L. 

Brown.—Mr. B. I. Brown, Assistant, Edmonton P.L., 
to be Assistant, Islington P.L. 

CaLper.—Miss P. M. Calder, Assistant, Acton P.L., 
to be Senior Assistant (Administration), Brentford and 
Chiswick P.L 

CHapre_t.—Mrs. B. C. Chappell, Assistant, Birming- 
ham P.L., has resigned. 

Curtis.—Mr. D. A. Curtis, A.L.A., Assistant, Cardiff 
P.L., to be Chief Assistant, Gillingham P.L. 

Denninc.—-Miss G. Denning, A.L.A., Senior Assis- 
tant, Sheffield P.L., to be Senior Assistant and Reference 
Librarian, Castleford P.L. 

Epwarops.—Mr. R. P. A. Edwards, A.L.A., Children’s 
Librarian, Lewis Carroll L., Islington P.L., to be School 
Library Adviser, Leicestershire Co.L. 

ENsinG.—-Miss R. J. Ensing, F.L.A., Deputy Reference 
Librarian, Kensington P.L., to be Reference Librarian. 

Fiercuer.—Mr. G. R. Fletcher, A.L.A., Branch 
Librarian, Salford P.L., to be Librarian, Royton P.L. 

ForsHaw.—Mr. V. Forshaw, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Liverpool! P.L., to be British Council Librarian, Khar- 
toum, Sudan. 

Fox.—Mr. L. H. Fox, Librarian, Mid-Warwickshire 
College of Further Education, to be Librarian, College of 
Further Education and College of Art, Loughborough. 

Frost.—Mrs. J. E. Frost (née Torrance), A.L.A., 
Assistant Librarian, Liverpool P.L., to be Librarian, 
C. F. Mott Training College, Prescot, Lancs. 

Green.—Mr. J. Green, A.L.A., Deputy Borough 
Librarian of Leyton, to be Borough Librarian of East 
Ham. 

Guy.—Mr. L. C. Guy, F.L.A., Central Lending 
Librarian, St. Marylebone P.L., to be Chief Assistant, 
Fulham P.L 

Haperer.—Miss I. J. Haberer, A.L.A., Librarian, 
Advertising Association, to be Librarian, Associated 
Rediffusion Ltd. 

Hap.tow.—Mr. J. F. Hadlow, A.L.A., Indexer, Aslib 
Cranfield Research Project, to be Senior Cataloguer, 
College of Aeronautics Library. 

Hensest..—-Miss P. M. Henbest, A.L.A., Cataloguer, 
Wanganui P.L., N.Z., to be Lending Librarian, Esher 
Central Library, Surrey Co. L. 

Henry.—Miss D. Henry, Sub-Librarian, Glasgow 
P.L., to be Senior Assistant, Hampstead P.L. 

Kei_ity.—Mr. M. S. Kelly, F.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Holywood Road Branch, Belfast P.L., to be Music 
Librarian. 

LARGENT.—Mrs. M. M 
Assistant, Croydon P.L., to 
Knottingley, W. Riding Co. L. 


Borough 


Largent, A.L.A., Senior 
be District Librarian, 
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Linrorp.—Mr. J. E. Linford, F.L.A., Cataloguer, 
British National Bibliography, to be Assistant Librarian, 
University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur. 

Moriety.—Mr. A. M. Morley, A.L.A., Senior Assis- 
tant, Sheerness Branch, Kent Co. L., to be Chief Cata- 
loguer, Swindon P.L. 

Pecx.—Mr. J. E. Peck, Branch Librarian, Greenwich 
P.L., has retired after 46 years’ service. 

Rappon.—Miss R. A. Raddon, Assistant, Horn- 
church Branch, Essex Co. L., to be Assistant Librarian, 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

RaAsTALL.—Miss D. M. Rastall, A.L.A. (née King), 
Librarian, Trade Relations Dept., Shell-Mex and B.P. 
Ltd., to be Senior Assistant, Exeter P.L. 

Russe_.t.—Mr. B. Russell, Junior Assistant, Padding- 
ton P.L., to be Junior Assistant, Bethnal Green P.L. 

SANDERSON.—Miss J. Sanderson, Assistant, Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, to be Librarian. 

Scotr.—Mrs. D. Scott, A.L.A., Librarian, University 
of Hong Kong, to resign. 

Seputon.—Mr. R. S. Sephton, A.L.A., Deputy 
Borough Librarian of Burton-upon-Trent, to be Deputy 
Borough Librarian of Bebington. 

Srerr.—Mrs. E. M. Steff, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Cataloguing Dept., Islington P.L., to be Senior Cata- 
loguer, Finchley P.L. 

Sweeney.—Mr. R. W. W. Sweeney, A.L.A., Assistant 
Librarian, A.W.R.E., Aldermaston, to be Librarian, 
Wantage Research Laboratories, Isotope Research Div. 
(A.E.R.E.), U.K. Atomic Energy Authority, Wantage. 

Wartes.—Mr. H. E. Waites, F.C.C.S., F.R.S.A., 
F.L.A., Borough Librarian of Stoke Newington, to retire. 

WeLcu.—Miss I. Welch, Branch Librarian, Axminster 
Branch, Devon Co.L., to be Branch Librarian, Totnes 
Branch. 

Wiikes.—Miss P. A. Wilkes, Assistant, Wolverhamp- 
ton P.L., to be Assistant, Owen Organization Library and 
Information Service, Rubery, Owen & Co., Ltd., Darlas- 
ton, Staffs. 

Worne.—Miss H. L. Worne, to be Assistant Librarian, 
Glaxo Laboratories Ltd. 

Yates.—Mr. W. E. B. Yates, 
Yardley Wood Branch, Birmingham P.L., 
Children’s Librarian, Birmingham P.L. 

Yeats.—Mr. J. C. R. Yeats, A.L.A., Chief Assistant 
and Cataloguer, Aberdeen P.L., to be Librarian, The 
Towett Research Institute, The Reid Library, Bucksburn. 

Younc.—Mrs. R. D. E. Young, F.L.A., Deputy 
Librarian, Chertsey P.L., to be Deputy Librarian, 
Kumasi College of Technology. 


A.L.A., Librarian, 
to be 





ALWAYS USE 


LUSENBAK 


THE MODERN CHEMICAL FOR RE- 
MOVAL OF LABELS, BOOKPLATES, 
END-PLATES, MAPS, Etc. 
| oz. £1/1/0 2 oz. £2/0/0 4 oz. £3/18/0 


Sole Producer: 
George Harris, Restrevor Co. Down, N. Ireland 











Contributions and communications (including advertisements) should be sent to the Editor, Chaucer House, 
Malet Place, London, W.C.1, by the 15th of the month preceding that of publication (Tel. Eus. 5856 ext.9) 
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Appointments Vacant 


Chartered Librarians are advised to refrain from 

applying for any post in public libraries demanding 

Registration (Qualifications (A.L.A. or F.L.A.) 

which is advertised in the General or Clerical 

Divisions of the National Scales or in accordance 
with the Miscellaneous Salary Scales. 


THE GOVERNMENT OF 
NORTHERN NIGERIA 
requires a LIBRARIAN On contract for one tour of 18-24 
months in the first instance. 

QUALIFICATIONS: Associateship of the Library Associa- 
tion and not less than three years experience as a qualified 
librarian. 

Duties: Cataloguing, classification, and general ad- 
ministration of Library affairs; he will also be required 
to visit libraries throughout the Region and to act for 
the Regional Librarian when he is on leave. 

EMOLUMENTS: (1) Salary—gross minimum £942, 
maximum £1,338 in an incremental scale, the starting 
point being according to amount of experience. 

(2) Children’s Allowance—£120 for one child, £216 for 
two, £288 for three children eligible. 

(3) Clothing Allowance of £45 on first appointment. 

(4) Re-settlement Grant of £37 10s. for each three 
months of service inclusive of earned leave payable on 
satisfactory completion of contract. 

(5) First class Passages for officer and wife on appoint- 
ment and on leave, and assistance towards children’s 
passages. 

Leave: Generous home leave on full pay. 

Applicants who should preferably be not more than 
30 years of age, should write to: 

The Recruitment Secretary (Overseas), 

Northern Region Recruiting Agency, 

Nigeria House, 

9, Northumberland Avenue, 

London, W.C.2. 


ANDERSON COLLEGE, INDIANA 

Protestant liberal arts college in city wants experienced 
cataloguer of any race. Prefer Master’s Degree and F.L.A.., 
knowledge of reference work, non-smoker. Salary de- 
pends on experience. $5,000 up. Pleasant campus, new 
building, faculty status and generous benefits. Month’s 
vacation. Reply: Dr. V. Deubach, Librarian, Anderson 
College, Anderson, Indiana, U.S.A. 


SONDES PLACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

LIBRARIAN required for small but growing technical 
library. Must have library experience and be able to type. 
Some knowledge of chemistry, physics and languages 
(esp. German) desirable but not essential. Suitable for 
young man or woman studying librarianship as a career. 
Five-day week; pension scheme; social club; 45 minutes 
from London. Salary £450-£550 p.a. according to experi- 
ence and qualifications. Write for application form to 
Sondes Place Research Institute, Dorking, Surrey. 


LABOUR PARTY 

There are two vacanices in the Library. 

1. Senior Assistant to take charge of cataloguing and 
classification. Duties will also include some reference and 
bibliographical work and supervision of staff. Part A of 
L.A. Registration preferred. Salary £650-£700. 

2. Assistant for work mainly in Press Cuttings. Library 
experience would be an advantage. Salary £265-£585 
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according to age. Superannuation scheme in both cases. 
Application froms are available from the General 
Secretary, Labour Party, Transport House, Smith Square, 
S.W.1. 


UNITED KINGDOM ATOMIC ENERGY 
AUTHORITY 

A QUALIFIED LIBRARIAN is required at The Radio- 
chemical Centre, Amersham to take charge of the Centre's 
scientific and technical library and to undertake the 
searching and abstracting of literature and the preparation 
of bibliographies. 

Some supervisory experience in a scientific or technical 
library and ability to type would be an advantage. 

SALARY: £1,045-£1,285 p.a. according to age and 
experience. 

Assisted house purchase and superannuation schemes. 

Apply to The Personnel Officer, The Radiochemical 
Centre, Amersham, Bucks, quoting No. 11/1960/125. 


BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Applications are invited for the post of LIBRARIAN 
to the Association. Candidates must be Chartered 
Librarians and a University Degree will be considered a 
further recommendation. Experience of Medical Libra- 
rianship is essential. 

The successful applicant will be required to take up 
duties on Jst November, 1960, and on the retirement of 
the present Librarian—early in 1961—will take charge 
of this important Medical Library, which is shortly to be 
extensively reconstructed. 

The post is superannuable subject to satisfactory 
medical examination. 

The salary scale will be £1,600 x £75 to £2,200; initial 
salary within the stated scale will depend upon the 
qualifications and experience of the candidate appointed. 

Applications giving details of age, education and 
experience, together with the names of not more than 
three persons to whom reference may be made, should 
be sent to The Secretary, British Medical Association, 
B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. (from 
whom further particulars may be obtained) by /0th 
September, 1960. 


Wanted 
L.A. Conference Proceedings 1958. 
Book design and production Vol. ', No. 1. 
Kenyon Report 1927. 
Adams Report 1915. 
Any public and proprietary libraries’ catalogues pub- 
lished before 1900. 
Early type specimen sheets (prior to 1850). 
Handbills and posters for and against the establishment 
of public libraries before 1892. 
The Book Collector Vol. I and Spring issue 1953. 
Local and literary Broadsheets printed before 1830. 
National Book League. The Book No. 6. (a handlist on 
Bibliography). 
Please state prices and condition to The Principal, 
Leeds College of Commerce, 43 Woodhouse Lane, 
Leeds 2. 





CRAMER’S ror MUSIC 


MUSICAL LITERATURE COMPLETE MUSIC 
AND MUSIC BINDING SERVICE PROVIDED 


139 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.! 











SOME NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
PUBLICATIONS 


New Zealand Library Resources, by Andrew D. Osborn. 1960. Report of a survey 
made for the New Zealand Library Association under the auspices of the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York. 

7s. 6d. (price to members 5s.) plus postage 


New Zealand Libraries: Cumulative Index, Volumes 1-20, 1937-1957. 
9s. (price to members 6s.) plus postage 


Special Libraries and Collections: a New Zealand Directory, 1959. 5s. 


Who’s Who in the New Zealand Libraries, 1958. 5s. 


Available from The Registrar, N.Z.L.A., P.O. Box 5103, Wellington, New Zealand. 








BOOK 
TROLLEY 


3ft. 3in. High x 3ft. Long x 16}in. Wide. 


Rubber tyred wheels. 
Ends edged with rubber. 


Library Furniture 
by 


B. Serota Ltd. 


Contractors to H.M. Government 
and to Municipal Authorities 


57 Downham Road, Kingsland Road, London, N.1 





You can pin-point reference 


with the ‘Recordak’ Reader Model 6B 
‘MICROCARD’ 


Here’s something to speed up reference. The Model 6B, 
designed for ‘Microcard’ and Microprint Tape viewing, 

has a special card-moving mechanism which ensures 
instant location of information. 

Compact, portable, and easy to handle, this new reader 
makes reference really quick and easy. 

Why not write for details? 

The Model 6B is made in England by Kodak Limited under licence from 
the Microcard Reader Corporation. 


FF LORDRK DIVISION OF 


KODAK LTD 


m7] Bi 


rf 
*y 


girs 


Eps 


1-4 Beech St., London, E.C.1. 
Tel: MET 0316 


‘Recordak’ is a trade-mark of Kodak Ltd. 
‘Microcard’ is a trade-mark of the Microcard Corporation 





IN HARDWOOD, BRONZE AND STEEL 


EDMONDS 


BIRMINGHAM . GLASGOW . CARDIFF . LONDON 
CONSTITUTION HILL Mihtesten «7 yg od 
TEL. CENTRAL 8351/3 CLERKENWELL 0244/5 























STANDARD FICTION : POPULAR NON-FICTION : CHILDREN’S FICTION 
BOOKS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 
BOOKS IN LIBRARY BINDINGS 


NON-FICTION FOR CHILDREN 
15—19 (INTERMEDIATE FICTION) : 














BRIDGE BOOKS 


MID 6491 


C. COMBRIDGE LTD 


Wrentham Street, Birmingham 5 


COMBRIDGE 


BIRMINGHAM 
The Library Booksellers 


Constantly revised lists issued include : 
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CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
BATH 


Bookbinders to the Library profession 


for over 80 years 


Pioneers of Library binding 


and originators of the celebrated patterned 


rexine “contemporary” style 


Our Quickseen periodical cases 
are in use all over the world, including 


“iron curtain” countries 
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